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President’s Message 

 Where did the summer go?  Fall is will be here soon. Looking forward to 
Fall Gathering in Vicksburg, October 17-18.  They have been busy working on a 
great gathering for MQA.  See details in newsletter.     
  Needle Chasers Quilt Guild is getting ready for their Show in Iuka on Sep-
tember 19-20.  Pine Belt Quilters are in final preparations for their show on Octo-
ber 3-5 in Hattiesburg. So I know quilters throughout Mississippi are busy finish-
ing quilts, and getting sleeves and labels ready. I have seen social media posts 
of some of our Mississippi quilters with ribbons at shows outside of Mississippi. 
Congratulations to these winners.        
 Museum Update:  Thanks to the quilters that set up on July 5 at the Mis-
sissippi Ag Museum. We had several hundred people that toured our MQA ex-
hibit.  We showcased a great variety of quilting techniques from hand quilting and 
appliqué to machine pieced and appliqué to adding a binding.  The next oppor-
tunity to share for MQA will be  November 5-8 and 12-15 we need Quilt Guilds 
to help with the Ag Museum’s Harvest Festival. Time: 9:00 AM  - 2:00 PM  Loca-
tion: Rotary Building (across from General Store). It is room to set up 9 quilt 
racks behind tables to display quilts. I will have a sign up sheet at Vicksburg for 
guilds to pick a date. It is a fun time of fellowship and promoting our love for quilt-
ing.            
 Georgia Polk and Joan Allison have been meeting with Dept of Mississippi 
History and Archives and several MQA members on a quilt exhibition for 2018 at 
the new Mississippi History and Civil Rights Museum when it opens in 2018.  
 National Teacher Update.  I have had several names suggested for Na-
tional teachers that I have passed on to committee. Please let me know other 
suggestions. Goal is to have all National teachers between 2016 and 2018 
booked by Spring 2015.          
 June 12-13, 2015 will be the date for June Gathering 2015 at Christ United 
Methodist Church in Jackson.  The Spring 2015 gathering will be hosted by Pine 
Belt Quilters.          
 The nominating committee will be looking for officers soon. If you have a 
suggestions for someone to consider for a MQA position elected or appointed 
please email me or write it down. I have reached the age that I have selective 
memory.             
 National Quilting Day is March 21, 2015. Have you started making plans 
for your quilt exhibit in your area? I have heard plans from several of you.  Look-
ing forward to hearing more plans in the next few months.   

 Inspiration, Plan, Quilt,   Shirley Wiltshire 
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      Educational Opportunity 

 

Attention!! 

If you are represent-
ing your guild at the  
MQA Fall Gather-
ing, please bring 3 
door prizes for the 
drawing. If each 
guild brings 3 items, 
we will have plenty 

to share with each other. 
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Current Officers and Directors 

President:                                                                                        

Shirley Wiltshire                                                                                   

508 S. Julia St                                                                              

Poplarville MS 39470-3011                                                         

601-795-2972—C 601-795-7033                                                 

shirleyw2006@yahoo.com                                                                                                                                                                

President Elect:                                                                     

Marietta Johnson                                                                          

PO Box 117                                                                             

Pascagoula MS  39568-0117                                                       

228-826-5597—C 228-326-6657                                             

gentillyno@yahoo.com                                                                   

Secretary                                                                                    

Linda Jabour                                                                                

PO Box 5489                                                                                

Brandon MS 39047-5489                                                            

601-992-9359                                                        

pjabour@bellsouth.net 

Treasurer:                                                                              

Susan Beard                                                                                    

12030 Freetown Rd                                                                  

Vicksburg MS 39183-7568                                                                      

601-638-2426                                                            

swbeard@bellsouth.net 

Immediate Past President:                                                       

Jean Tincher                                                                             

25195 Hillbrooke Lane                                                                                        

Pass Christian MS 39571-9617                                                         

228-586-0407                                                    

JeanT228@aol.com                                                                                                                                        

Membership Director:                                                                  

Jere’ Funk                                                                                  

7024 Pinehurst Dr                                                                    

Ocean Springs MS 39564-9699                                                    

228-818-9293                                                        

the9patch@bellsouth.net 

Educational Director                                                                   

Elvia Edwards                                                                              

904 Oak Hill Rd.                                                                         

Poplarville MS 39470-7116                                                          

601-795-0241  C-601-795-5823                  

sew_pray@bellsouth.net 

Leadership Director:                    

Judy Stokes                Linda Jabour                                                                  

5794 Hwy 69 South                   PO Box 5489                                                 

Columbus MS 39072-7756        Brandon MS 39047-5489                                                  

662-327-5920                             601-992-9359                                          

stokesjudy@yahoo.com             pjabour@bellsouth.net                                        

                                                             

Legacy Director:                                                                        

Joan Alliston                                                                                          

444 Busick Well Rd                                                                          

Brandon MS 39042-3602                                                              

601-826-1245                                                                                   

joanalliston@hotmail.com 

Publicity Director:                                                                          

Lauren Hutchins                                                                                 

1712 Bramblewood Dr                                                                     

Columbus MS 39705-1507                                                               

662-328-9633                                                                                   

ljhlaw@cableone.net 

Historian:                                                                                          

Diane Henson Rhyne                                                                       

1151 Britonburg Dr                                                                         

Mobile AL 36608                                                                             

251-343-0141                                                                                    

ndhr2111@aol.com 

Parliamentarian:                                                                         

Dorothea Hoffman                                                                                      

8682 US Hwy 61 N  Woodville MS  39669-3534                                       

601-888-3016  C—601-870-8930                                                  

depotquilter@telepak.net                                                                         

Webmaster:                                                                                   

Sarah McCormick                                                                             

208 Swallow Dr                                                                                              

Brandon MS 39047                                                                            

601-992-4330                                                                                  

sdmcc@bellsouth.net 

 

MQA Fall Gathering 
October 17th-18th 2014 

Agenda 
 

Vendors 

Main Street Fabrics—Ackerman MS             Stitch N Frame—Vicksburg MS 

Village Cloth Shoppe-Dekalb MS               D J Creations—Vicksburg MS 

   

We still have some books availa-

ble for you to purchase.  I will be 

bringing them to the Gathering. 

Remember at $5.00 plus tax 

makes a great gift or door prize 

for your guild. 

Lucy Large 

 

Friday October 17th  

3:00-5:00 pm Registration and    
               Shopping 

5:00-5:30 pm Welcome 

5:30-6:30 pm Dinner provided 
 by Newk’s and & special  
 mystery guest 

6:30-7:00 pm Vicksburg Quilt
 ers Challenge Presenta
 tion 

7:00-7:30 pm Mary Holman  
 Quilt Presentation 

7:30-7:45 pm closing remarks      
7:45 pm-???? Late night shop
 ping at Stitch N Frame 

 

 

 

 

Saturday October 18th 

8:30 am Registration and Shop
 ping 

9:00-9:30 am Welcome and                    
   announcements 

9:30-10:30 am  Linda Patterson 
  The Sewing Boutique 

10:30-11:00 am Christina Hair 
  Stitch N Frame 

11:30-1:00 pm Lunch & Shop- 
  ping 

1:00-2:00 Carolyn Justice slide  

 Presentation on trip and 
 classes at AQS in Des 
 Moines Iowa 

2:30 Show and Tell 
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Regional News 

 

 

 

 MQA at Capital Fair Day, July 5th 2014 

Members at work are Shirley Wiltshire, Betty Jeffers, Linda McGill and Polly Duggan 

Linda McGill and Polly Duggan 
from Brandon MS 

On Right—Betty Jeffers from  

Vicksburg MS. 

President Shirley Wiltshire  

from Poplarville MS. 

 

 There are 6 Mississippi quilts in the traveling shows this time made by   

  Joe Bingham, Betty Bingham from Hattiesburg,      

   Myra Cook from Madison,         

    JoAnn Evans from Purvis,       

      Caroline Kluge from Brookhaven,      

      Marilyn Rose from Ridgeland.   

Started in 1988, the Hoffman Challenge has grown to be a premiere traveling quilt, 
clothing, and doll collection. The quality of entries and a growing number of exhibit requests have led us to 
establish additional traveling collections. Currently, twelve collections travel coast-to-coast within the USA. 
The Challenge started with 94 enthusiastic quilters, and in some years, the number of entries has grown 
to more than 700. 
   In addition to the three quilt categories (pieced, appliqué and mixed technique), other catego-
ries include clothing (wearable art), accessories, and dolls. While the majority of the entries come from the 
United States, a wide variety of international entries are received. Each year, the top entries are grouped 
into traveling collections and visit quilt and fiber shows, seminars, quilt shops, as well as, quilt and doll-
makers guilds nationwide.  

Hoffman Challenge Winners 

Christmas 
Quilts are need-
ed to hang in 
the Ag Museum 
from Nov. 1 un-
til Jan. 1, 2015. 
If you would 

bring your quilt to the Fall Gathering 
and give it to Joan Alliston, she would 
be happy to receive your quilt and see 
to it that at the end of the exhibit, your 

quilt would be returned to you. 

 Location:       Exit 11 off of I-20 

GPS Users:  31 Willow Creek Dr 

                     Vicksburg MS.39183 

Kay will not be at Trinity Baptist.  She is 
keeping her store open late on Friday night 
and Saturday following the meeting. She will 

be giving a 15% mark down on all merchandise in the 

store. This will exclude Bernina and Gammill products.             
Phone: 877-634-1462-Toll Free                    Website: www.stitch-n-frame.net  

Owners: Kay & Mark Elliott 
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Regional News 

East Central           

Decauter MS-Busy Hand Quilter    

 In April our program was given by one 
of our members on making a Spool Holder 
Pincushion.  These are cute  as well as use-
ful.  The month of June our attendance was 
low.   We  used hand towels to make bibs to 
be given to nursing homes.  At the meeting 30 
bibs were made.   One was made by a mem-
ber prior to the meeting and delivered to a 
hospital patient.  We are in hopes that some of 
the members who did not  attend 
in June will each bring a couple of bibs to the 
next meeting.  Some in our group have been 
on the "not so good" health list.  We are look-
ing forward to the next quarter. 
    We have only two months July and 
August happenings  to report.  In July most of 
the members wanted a vacation so the seven 
or eight of us who do not take vacations in 
July met and worked on UFOs, gave advice 
and fellowshipped.  Some of our ladies had 
several quilts in the Quilt Exhibit at the 
Neshoba County Fair.  One lady's quilt was 
judged as being in the top ten. In August Ann 
Fox came and gave a very informative talk on 
Appliqued Borders. Our town is growing.  We 
now have a Bed and Breakfast which is 
named "In The Oaks".  It cannot be missed as 
it can be seen at the only red light in town. 

                                          

Philadelphia MS—Nimble Thimble  

 In June we had a fun workshop on the 
Disappearing Pinwheel.  I wonder how 
"people" come up with some of these tech-
niques of sewing squares together, cutting 
them apart, sewing together again, more cut-
ting and sewing and ending up with a great 
block.  Amazing! 
 On a personal note.  I started my quilt 
journey about 20 years ago with my mother. 
Her journey only lasted about 10 years since 
she was 70 at the time and then she devel-
oped Alzheimer's.  A college friend of hers 
introduced her to Watercolor quilts. We so 
enjoyed our time shopping for fabric and then 
cutting everything into 2 inch squares.  (Why 
did we cut so many squares?)  Well I inherited 
a lot of 2 inch squares, which have been in a 
box under my bed for years.  What to do with 
all those squares?  This summer I started 
making 9 patch blocks (100), and there were 
still many 2 inch squares in the box.  So found 
a pattern for a scrappy Irish Chain--these are 
both works in progress.  Playing with her fab-
ric has been a sweet time for me to remember 
special times with my mother.  These quilts 
when finished will be full of memories just like 
Carol Chandler's quilts.   
 In July at the Neshoba County Fair 
there was a special 125th Anniversary Quilt 
Show with the theme "Family, Fun & Friend-
ship".  1st place was an appliqué quilt "Ollie's 
Garden" made by Martha DuBard and quilted 
by Colleen Eskridge.  2nd place was "Dresden 
Plate" appliquéd and quilted by Lois Ford.  3rd 

place was "Whole Cloth" hand quilted by Ade-
lean McMillan.  Honorable Mention was "I Re-
member Mama" which was pieced, appliquéd, 
and hand quilted by Clara Ann Lewis.  All of 
these ladies are either past or present mem-
bers of MQA and belong to either Red Hills or 
Nimble Thimble.  Congratulations to these 
ladies for their beautiful quilts! 
 Carolyn Emerson  
                                           

Meridian MS—Carousel Quilters 
 Since our last newsletter input, two 
new members have joined our Guild.  Our 
membership has grown to thirteen.  
 In May we began making a Lone Star 
block which, when completed, will be the me-
dallion for a quilt.  Rita Gillis taught the class.  
Since the block was a pretty good size, the 
class continued into the June meeting.  The 
lady’s results are stunning.  You can see 
some of their stars on our Facebook Page 
(Carousel Quilters of Meridian).  
 The July meeting had some of us 
learning Paper Piecing.  Those familiar with 
Paper Piecing worked on other projects. 
Check out our Facebook Page to see the 
show-and-tell quilts that were finished in the 
last three months.  You can also view the vari-
ous Stained Glass Window BOMS on our 

page.               

Louisville MS—Red Hills  
 The Red Hills quilters really do enjoy 
our time together.  Sometimes the Scrappers 
Guild from Ackerman join us in Louisville for a 
joint meeting.  In May Carol Chandler a mem-
ber of Scrappers came and did a Trunk 
Show.  Most of the quilts had been made by 
other people-her mother, a friend.  They were 
very nice.  But the best part was how much 
Carol enjoyed the quilts.  Most of the fabric in 
the quilts was leftovers from clothes she had 
made her children and herself.  I think every 
quilt was her favorite.  Carol kept pointing out 
different fabrics in each quilt.  After the last 
quilt Carol said, "the fancy ones are pretty, but 
they don't have any memories in them". These 
quilts were absolutely beautiful because they 
were full of precious memories! 
 Then in June Judy Stokes, Julia Gra-
ber, and Brenda Crownover came to do a 
Trunk Show.  More wonderful quilts.  Several 
different times these ladies have participated 
in the quilt challenge associated with Mountain 
Quiltfest in Pigeon Forge.  It was fun to see 3 
completely different quilts that started off with 
the same packet of fabric!  Then each lady 
showed several other quilts.  Brenda is a more 
traditional quilter with traditional pat-
terns.  Judy likes scrappy and mystery 
quilts.  Julia, the art quilter is ready to try 
something new.  That is the great thing about 
quilting, there is not just one way that a quilt 
has to be or look like.  It was another fun 
meeting!  

Meridian MS—Magnolia Quilters      
 We meet the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of 

every month at the Meridian Activity Center 
from 9-11.We are closing out our “calendar 
year” which ends the last of October. We have 
accomplished the following goals: 
Completed Log Cabin in the Woods quilt for 
entry in Pine Belt Quilt Show 
  Completed Quilt of Valor to be given on Vet-
eran’s Day to a local veteran 
  Completed a signature quilt for one of our 
members upcoming birthday 
  Almost completed the quilt we work on at a 
local nursing home with the residents help-
ing—the goal is to finish it up and give to one 
of the residents that has been faithful to help 
us. (It is a secret,, do not tell her). 
  We are working on gifts for the other Veter-
ans to be given when we present the QOV 
  We are working on Christmas ornaments for 
the Christmas tree at Merrehope for this year 
 We have had a class on Pineapple 
quilting through paper piecing presented by 
Dea Crandell 
 We have had a class on making hexes 
with ordinary objects as templates presented 
by Carmina Wrobel 
 New officers will be elected on the 1st 
meeting in November 
 The Meridian Quilt Guild continues to 
grow and sew together as we reach out into 
the community to share and love others 
through the gifts of fiber and caring. 
  
Sincerely, 
Tanzie 

 

Central                            

Canton MS—Allison Wells Quilt Guild 

 Our guild’s current focus is completing 
the quilts we make for the VA Hospital on 
Woodrow Wilson Drive in Jackson every year.  
We present 30+ quilts to the veteran residents 
of the hospital on or around Veterans Day on 
November 11.    
 Two of our guild members were hon-
ored as MS Outstanding Quilters at a ceremo-
ny on June 28th at the MS Agricultural Muse-
um.  Mary Jane Boutwell and Hope Coup 
were recognized for their dedication to the art 
of quilt making.    
 Our guild meets every Tuesday at 9:30 
a.m. at the Canton Convention and Visitors 
Center in Canton, MS.  The business meeting 
is on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.  We invite 
other quilters to join us for fellowship, food and 
fun. 

Brandon MS—MHV Rankin County Quilt-

ers     
 MHV Rankin County Quilters has had a 
full schedule.  We have a Fabric Acquisition 
Trip each year to Stitch N Frame Quilt store in 
Vicksburg MS. Since we are under the um-
brella of the MS Homemaker Volunteers, we 
have quite a variety of programs.  They range 
from having a program given by Extension 
Agent,       
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Brandon MS—MHV Rankin County Quilt-

ers  (cont) Anita Webb on how to make a 
Salad In A Jar to a programs to floral arrang-
ing  and gardening.  Susie Jackson of Pine 
Belt Quilters came and talked to our members 
about how to prepare their quilt to take to the 
long arm quilter.  She also brought several of 
her own personal quilts and other members 
showed quilts she had quilted for them. Polly 
Duggan demonstrated how to use bias bars 
to make stems for hand applique.                                                              
 We have been journeying along with 
Cindy Pannier and Polly Duggan demonstrat-
ing monthly steps on our Mystery Quilt. It will 
be interesting to see what our final quilt will 
be. We continue to make items for the Preg-
nancy Crisis Center in Pearl MS. If you are in 
the Brandon area on the 2nd Monday of the 
month, please stop by and visit our meeting 
which is held at the MS. State Extension bldg. 
Meetings begin at 1:00 pm.  
            

Brandon MS-Brandon Quilters    

 Say what!?  You can make a carpen-
ter's star with no "Y" seams?  Seems impossi-
ble- but Brandon Quilters learned how from 
Debbie Maddy, an exceptional teacher and 
designer from Graham, TX.  The guild spon-
sored her workshop and lecture in May as we 
enjoyed a day of learning and fellowship (and 
a great covered dish lunch, naturally!).  This 
was the second recent class opportunity of-
fered by the guild, since Brandon Quilters 
helped sponsor our own visiting Nancy 
McNally a little earlier in the year.  That's the 
great thing about belonging to a guild- the 
opportunity to learn from national teachers in 
a relatively small group and at reasonable 
cost. 
 Our monthly meetings have continued 
to be varied and interesting, educational and 
sometimes... just fun! 
 May brought a visit from Angie Car-
ney, from Bernina Etc., who did a trunk show 
of a lovely selection of her quilts, many made 
of new fabric lines with bright bold colors and 
patterns. 
 June had our own Joan Alliston, herd-
ing in her flock of migrating geese in many 
sizes.  This pattern makes a quick row quilt or 
great borders.  There was so much interest, 
she scheduled a class for some of the ladies 
for later in the year. 
 Who ever heard of Quilters' Bun-
co?  Or Quilters' Strip Poker??  Well, the 
guild did in July!  A rousing game with lots of 
2 1/2 inch strips of fabric being swapped 
around was played, which resulted in a lot of 
fun.  Not only that, but many of the pre-cut 
strips were donated to our on-going Commu-
nity Quilt program, for use in scrappy quilts to 
be donated later on.    
 Another high light that night was the 
final swap and showing of the Round Robin 
quilts that several members started in Janu-
ary.  Each participant provided a center panel 
and extra fabric to make borders as the pro-
jects were swapped monthly.  Lots of great 
ideas and beautiful results were shared!  We 
had some proud owners getting their projects 

back! 
 Last week's August meeting was a 
real treat as several of our friends from Pine 
Belt Quilters came to see us and treated us to 
a wonderful trunk show of some of their favor-
ite quilts.  WOW!  We left for the evening in-
spired and impressed! 
 Come join the fun,,, first Monday of 
each month, Brandon Public Library! 
        

Brandon MS-Quilter’s By Hearts Desire  

 Quilters By Hearts Desire continues to 
stretch their creative energies.  Each member 
brings to the group their own examples of 
what makes their heart sing in their quilt life.  
Each show and tell demonstrates how crea-
tive and versatile each person is.  We have 
truly modern quilts which can be considered 
truly works of art and then we have members 
who love to travel the traditional avenue. We 
have a variety of topics in the way of pro-
grams.      
 Last month we had a program given 
by Dorinda Evans on how to look at the colors 
we choose for our quilts and how to make the 
colors play well together.   
 One of our members and her best 
friend open their homes to a quilt retreat. 
These ladies are organized not only in sleep-
ing arrangements, but also in space planning 
for the ladies to sit around and sew.  Mem-
bers are invited into their homes on Friday, 
and they stay and sew until Sunday morning 
if they choose to. Food is provided by the 
attendees, and some members finish a long 
lost UFO. A good time is had by all.  
 QBHD meets the 3rd Monday evening 
of the month at St. Mark’s United Methodist 
church in Brandon MS. At 7:00 pm. 
 

Jackson MS-Jackson Quilters      

          Jackson Quilters started the year off 
with an unusually big crowd for our January 
meeting. And followed up in February with a 
class by Nancy McNally teaching one of her 
original quilts using straight lines to give the 
illusion of circles.    
 Our program Chairmen, Dorinda Ev-
ans and Roanoke McDonald have come up 
with monthly programs that were just fun to 
watch and educational as well.  We started 
with "Happy New Year -- Happy New Tools". 
From new rulers to more purple 'thingys' to 
binding rollers made with toilet paper rolls, the 
laughing and the oohs and aahs in unison got 
us off to a good start.    
 That meeting was followed in February 
with a program entitled "What Was I Think-
ing?" presented by Nancy McNally.  Most of 
us wished we could think just like that and 
would be very happy to create quilts that she 
considered were not well thought out in ad-
vance.       
 Diantha Stafford's program was 
named "Lots of Blocks" and was based on 
showing how one block could change dramat-
ically using different values for the compo-

nents of the block.    
  Isabel Adams brought two or three 
trunk loads of her quilting projects made from 
scraps.  Bed quilts, Wall hangings, pothold-
ers, flags, clothes(?) - well, hula skirts, all 
made from scraps while she was in her strip 
period, or her star period, or her blue period 
or---you get the idea.  I saw tears in eyes 
from all the laughing at what she could come 
up with and big grins on faces at the very 
successful projects which greatly outnum-
bered the bombs. She was so much fun, we 
had her back for an encore two months later. 
 Roanoke McDonald and Rosemary 
Taylor exhibited and explained a number of 
projects produced by the sewing ministry in 
their church, Christ United Methodist. They 
included Prayer quilts, Choctaw quilts, and 
Disaster quilts, each with its own method of 
construction, size and quilting.  And projects 
like Christmas stockings, wheelchair pockets, 
mastectomy pillows, and the very tiny layettes 
for premature babies that are not mature 
enough to live. 
 Dorinda and Carol Kossman demon-
strated the Accuquilt Cutting machine and 
invited every member to personally turn the 
crank and cut three fat quarters of their 
choosing.  The members then were encour-
aged to trade some cut pieces with other 
members, make their blocks, and return the 
blocks to be incorporated into a Quilt of Valor. 
 The icing on the cake, if you will, has 
been the large volume of especially tasty of 
goodies that the hostesses have provided.  I 
don't believe previous years  have ever pro-
duced  such a variety of wonderful coffee-
time snacks.  
 Julie Hendrick, Jackson Quilters 

 

Gulf Coast  

Picayune MS—Piecemakers 6-3-14 

 The Piecemakers have selected three 
worthy charities for this year and have al-
ready presented 50 baby blankies to the 
Pearl River County Health Dept. for thier WIC 
program.  The blankets will be given to all 
new infant arrivals at the Health Dept.  
"Mississippi Legacy" the Picayune Piecmak-
ers Quilt Show will be held November 1 and 2 
in conjunction with the Picayune Fall Street 
Festival. The show will be held at the Moses 
Cook Masonic Hall, 303 West Canal 
Street.  There will be demonstrations, Door 
Prizes and a street booth.  
 The entry fee of $2.00 will include a 
raffle ticket for the "opportunity quilt" that will 
be awarded on Nov 2. 
 You do not have to be present to win 
and you can secure tickets by calling Jo Miller 
at 985-640-3579. 
 So mark your calendar for the first 
week end in November.  
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Gulf Coast (cont)         

Poplarville MS—Jubilee Quilters  

 Jubilee Quilt Guild they meet the 4th 
Saturday of each month at 9:30am at the 
MSU Pearl RiverCounty Extension Service 
Office, 417 Hwy 11 North, Poplarville MS 
39470-2212.       
 We had a very productive spring and 
summer this year.  Traditional paper piecing 
was the topic of the April meeting. In May, 
we made a road trip to the quilt/fabric shops 
in Abita Springs, Mandeville and Covington, 
LA. The following week, we shared our tips, 
tools and techniques at our regular meeting 
with everyone sharing something. Early in the 
year, we had donated our orphan blocks to 
the guild to make charity quilts.  These were 
sorted into three groups: those that would 
square to 12" finished, those that would need 
a little sashing to do so and those that were 
other sizes.  The first ones were quickly made 
into a top during the June meeting and the 
last group was cut up into strips and sewn 
into a top (lasagna style) by a guild mem-
ber.  These two tops were quilted and bound 
and presented to the guild at the August 
meeting.      
 The July meeting was more work on 
the wacky web blocks.  During the August 
meeting, we were blessed by a very detailed 
display on 10 patterns to use to sew charms 
and a background fabric into a quilt.  These 
patterns are: stretched stars, pick up sticks, 
lattice, disappearing 9-patch, disappearing 4-
patch, simple pinwheels, kaleidoscope from 
pinwheels, "Stack n Whack" pinwheels (not 
stack & whack), raw edge lattice and twister 
(using small twister ruler).  

            
Lucedale MS—Mellon Patch Quilt Guild   

 Melon Patch Quilt Guild in located in 
Lucedale, MS.  We meet on the 4th Thursday 
of the month at 5 p.m. and have a Sew Day 
on the 3rd Saturday of each month from 9 
a.m. until quilters have to go home!  We meet 
at The Little Quilt House on Dick Hobby 
Road.      
 We are each making our own sampler 
quilt from Eleanor Burns' Quilts from El's 
Kitchen.  We have a goal of making two 
blocks per month.  At our meetings we show 
our progress and offer advice and assistance 
to anyone that needs it.    
 We have two charity quilts almost fin-
ished.  These will be donated to families in 
our area that have lost their homes due to 
fire.      
 In June we enjoyed our 1st Annual 
Melon Patch Quilt Retreat.  It was held in 
Perry County at a member's new deer 
camp.  We were greeted on Friday morning 
with a large banner that said "Welcome Melon 
Patch Quilters."  This banner was made by 
one of the 4-H girls in our sewing clas-
ses.  We all brought our sewing machines 
and projects.  After sewing on projects until 
late afternoon, we set out on a "golf cart cara-
van" through the woods to the creek on the 
property.  Words just can't express the fun 
and adventure we had.  You just had to be 

there.  I highly recommend such an activity 
after a day of sewing!  The "Dear" of the deer 
camp grilled each of us a steak (after he res-
cued us from the creek.  You had to be there 
for that one too!)  After all that laughing and 
adventure, we were starved and enjoyed the 
steak immensely.     
 We sewed into the night and finally 
one by one drifted off to our beds.  The camp 
had beds for each of us and each bed was 
covered with a homemade quilt!  What joy 
and inspiration that led us to a restful night of 
sweet quilt dreams.   
 Our president presented each of us 
with a bag of quilting/sewing goodies when 
we arrived.  In each bag was a fat quarter and 
we were challenged to use some of the fat 
quarter in a quilt that depicts the re-
treat.  (Does anyone have a pattern for a golf 
cart?  LOL!) We were all sad to leave the next 
day.  We had such fun and enjoyment.  We 
can't wait until the 2nd Annual Melon Patch 
Quilt Retreat!     
 At the August night meeting we made 
raggedy quilts and/or tote bags.  Two of our 
members taught this technique and members 
enjoyed making them. At our September Sew 
Day we will have a special class on the "New 
York Beauty" block.  We will have two instruc-
tors that will teach us how to make the paper-
pieced blocks so we can then make a quilt or 
wall hanging of our choosing. We have en-
joyed receiving several new members into our 
guild.  One of our main objectives continues 
to be teaching basic quilting skills for any skill 
level.  We would love to have more new 
members that have a desire for fellowship 
with other quilters while learning new 
skills.  Come join us for some quilting fun!   
Bay Oaks Quilt Guild   
 Bay Oaks Quilt Guild meets the sec-
ond and fourth Thursdays each month, 6:30 
PM, at the East Hancock Library, 4545 
Shephard Square, Diamondhead, MS 
39525.  Additional information about the guild 
and its activities can be found at http://
www.bayoaksquiltguild.com/ or on our Face-
book page.      
 The year-long guild project for 2015 is 
an Alphabet Quilt Block of the Month, led by 
Marge Sandy.  The guild has also challenged 
its members to each create at least four kid 
quilts for Hope Haven, our 2015 sponsored 
charity. Monthly programs have been both fun 
and educational.  Yvette Taglieri showed us 
how to create useful boutique items for our 
2015 quilt show, and Gloria Burlette demon-
strated machine appliqué techniques with her 
“Sunbonnet Suzette” class.  Chris Jarrell pro-
vided the guild with oodles of Christmas orna-
ment patterns and ideas as we prepare for 
our guild-sponsored tree, which will be dis-
played at the Hancock County Library’s Festi-
val of Trees. 
The Scrappy Quilters in Gautier meet 

every Tuesday, 4-6 p.m. at Gautier First Unit-
ed Methodist Church. Our latest project has 
been crazy quilt blocks for charity quilts  
Long Beach MS–Ocean Wave Quilters

  Ocean Waves Quilt Guild was estab-
lished back in 1982 and met at the Harper 

McCaughan elementary school in Long 
Beach, MS, until Hurricane Katrina destroyed 
the buildings in 2005. Now, the guild meets 
twice a month on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 
the Long Beach Senior Citizens Center in 
Long Beach, MS. The 2nd Tuesday is our reg-
ular business meeting at 12:30 p.m. and the 
4th Tuesday is our project day. Project day 
varies, it might be a demonstration on how to 
make a new square or bringing our sewing 
machines and making a quick ditty bag or 
getting little paint brushes, sand blocks and 
freezer paper out to learn about hand and 
machine appliqué.   
 The guild has an interesting blend of 
very creative beginner, curious intermediate 
and accomplished expert quilters.  Quilting 
patterns and fabric choices vary from beauti-
ful hand piecing traditional quilt tops to ma-
chine piecing bright and bold modern quilt 
tops and several members are terrific in em-
broidery and applique. Our members are will-
ing to share from years of experience and 
give tips they have learned from their past 
projects. A few of our members belong to 
other area guilds and this keeps us full of 
ideas and information.   
 During this past year we’ve lost 5 
members totaling over 25 years of experience 
and membership. We voted to make a dona-
tion to each of the ladies’ church. The families 
have graciously donated their supplies and 
fabric to the guild for future charity quilts. 
What a loss for all of us and we’ll miss their 
friendship and smiles.  
 Our project days were filled by making 
3 scrappy quilts over a few project days that 
we donated to the Long Beach, MS, fire de-
partment, learning how to make easy flying 
geese, trying our young and old hands at 
some hand appliqué, sewing chemo turbans 
for cancer patients, making various sized 
microwave bowl pot holders (which are also 
great for holding a cold bowl of cereal or ice 
cream!!) and making 2 color binding……very 
nice!  And of course, we talked about future 
projects or just chatted.  
 Every June we gather at a local res-
taurant and celebrate all the birthdays of our 
guild members as well as catching up on 
news about our families, other interests and 
outings we’re involved with and just good 
fellowship.    
 New officer installation takes place in 
September for 2015. Some of our more expe-
rienced members and some new members 
will be filling the positions. With younger 
members in the guild, we hope to enter the 
world of technology and build our own face-
book page as well as sending electronic ver-
sions of our minutes to members with email 
(and we’ll still provide hard copies for those 
die hard hold outs!!).    
  We’re looking forward to a new 
year with lots of opportunities to expand our 
knowledge levels and continue to teach and 
learn new and old techniques from each oth-
er. Anyone is welcome to drop by and can 
contact our 2015 President, Jean Tincher at 
jeant228@aol.com or 228-332-1213. Hope to 
see you!! 

http://www.bayoaksquiltguild.com/
http://www.bayoaksquiltguild.com/
mailto:jeant228@aol.com
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Northeast          

Starkville MS- Golden Triangle Quilters

 The Golden Triangle Quilters meet at 
5:30pm on the third Thursday of each month 
in Starkville, MS at the Starkville Sportsplex 
on  Lynn Lane.      The 
Members have enjoyed programs of varying 
diversity this year.  We have had T-Shirt Quilt-
ing with Nancy Losure, Fabric bowl construc-
tion with Katie Foster, Botanical Pounding and 
How to make a Twister Block with Luanne 
Blankenship, Preparing to Paper Piece with 
Gloria Reeves, Turning Diasters into Dynamite 
Quilts with Melanie Moody and Barn Quilt Trail 
with Jenny Reed.  For August we will have a 
panel on Organizing your Quilting Space and 
in September we will experience Machine 
Quilting by the Section with Everlyn Johnson.
  Our Guild has members of all quilting 
levels and everyone is invited to come and 
learn new things with us.  We also enjoy sec-
ond Saturdays Sit and Sews each month. 
On September 13 our Guild is holding and 
Open House from 10am until 12 am.  We will 
be having bed turnings, an exhibit of Gee's 
Bend Challenge and demonstrations for your 
enjoyment.  You are invited to come to 
Starkville and join us.  For more info contact 
Dot Livingston 662-320-4412 

 
Starkville MS— Happy Hoopers-  

 The Hoopers is a small guild (no offic-
ers, no dues!) which gathers for fun & fellow-
ship each Thursday morning.  The “old” 
Starkville Sportsplex Building is our 
home.  Our official meeting time is 10:00-
noon, but quite often we are having such a 
good time that some go past noon. 
 Each quilter works on her individual 
project with skills at every level represent-
ed.  This guild is a great source of inspiration 
for those just starting to quilt.  It originally be-
gan as a hand-quilting guild but has opened 
its arms to all quilters, very similar to the quilt-
ing bees of old.  Due to the varied quilting 
interests and skill levels, it is a good place to 
bounce project ideas.   
 If you are in the area on a Thursday 
morning, please pop in for a visit!  
Angela Pannell 

 
Columbus MS—Possum Town Quilters  

 Possum Town Quilters meet the 2nd 
and 4th Saturday each month.  Meeting on the 
2nd and Workshop on the 4th.  We donate a 
quilt to the new owners of each Habitat for 
Humanity House built in our community.  They 
are finishing up a house now and will have the 
dedication sometime in October.   
 We are still working on our Medallion 
Quilts.  We will reveal the final round/border at 
our September meeting.  Then we hope to 
have a show and tell of our final product at our 
December Christmas meeting.  We invited 
Brenda Nell Oliver to come show us her latest 
medallion and she also shared her technique 
of doing her beautiful hand applique.  We thor-
oughly enjoyed having her and hope she will 
come see us again soon.   

 Don’t forget to check out our blog:  
www.possumtownquilters.blogspot.com.  
You’ll see some fabulous eye candy during 
our show and tell each meeting.  We have 
some very talented quilters and would love to 
have you visit us any time. 

  
 

Iuka MS-Needle Chasers of Tishomingo 

County    
 Don't miss the Tishomingo Co. Needle 
Chasers biennial quilt show in Iuka on Sep-
tember 19 and 20, at the Iuka Baptist 
Church. The show is open Friday from 9:30 to 
5:30 and on Saturday from 9:00 - 2:00. Judy 
Stokes is guest judge and will present a trunk 
show each day at noon in the Sanctu-
ary. Admission is $5.00 and, of course, we do 
have a raffle quilt which will be given away on 
Saturday after the trunk show.   
 For the FIRST time we have a space 
for vendors in the activity building just across 
the street. There will be signs directing 
you. We have four (4) quilt shops plus other 
vendors who will be present. Our next show is 
in 2016.     
 The guild continues to have outstand-
ing programs at our meetings.  In July Judy 
Coker from Alabama came to show us a new 
dyeing process and explain the various clas-
ses she has available for quilters. Judy is one 
of our vendors at the quilt show. In August 
Marilyn Marks presented a program on Che-
nille (a good way to use up ugly, loosely wo-
ven fabric) and in September Kathleen Robin-
son presented a program on "Magic Blocks" 
which many members will be trying soon.  
 Members have spent many hours mak-
ing over 100 clothing protectors from towels 
and a bib style attachment for the senior citi-
zens homes. Also many hours spent sewing 
black curtains to hang behind the quilts for the 
show.      
 Everyone looks forward to our annual 
retreat in January at J.P.Coleman Park which 
is kind of a reward for a successful 
year. Sharon Beene will be teaching a class 
on Friday on a unique pieced block.  
Submitted by: 
Barbara Patterson    
 

Northwest-Oxford-Lafayette Coun-

ty Piecemakers 
 The biggest news with The Oxford-
Lafayette County Piecemakers is, after mem-
bers filled out a questionnaire, the majority of 
members chose to change our meeting time 
on Saturday from afternoon to 10:30 in the 
morning.  It has been busy this summer with 
charity projects.  After a short demonstration 
on how to make colorful pillowcases, mem-
bers made many to be given to ConKerr Can-
cer, for children who have cancer.  We also 
have an interesting mystery block of the 
month going on, and the trip to the end will 
reveal the road travelled!  Our library contin-
ues to grow and each month our librarians  
report on a new and interesting book.  Those 
who come to our Tuesday sit ‘n sew had a 
field trip to visit the home of Julia Graber and 

view her many fantastic quilts.  We then made 
a stop at the wonderful bakery nearby and the 
quilt shop in DeKalb.  

           

Southeast 
Hattiesburg MS—Pine Belt Quilters

 Pinebelt Quilters has been very busy 
this summer getting ready for our Fiber Arts 
and Quilt Show coming up the first weekend in 
October.  It promises to be a great show with 
a wide variety of vendors and classes of-
fered.  Quilt applications have come in from all 
over Mississippi.  Make plans now to attend.
 In June a member of our guild, Sharon 
Barnes, taught us how to make barn quilt 
signs. These turned out beautifully and should 
brighten the barns and yards in our area. 
 In July we had our summer luncheon 
and presented quilts to representatives from 
the Domestic Abuse Family Shelter, Forrest 
General Hospital, Hattiesburg Fire Depart-
ment, Shafer Center for Crisis Intervention, 
South Mississippi Children's Center, the Veter-
ans' Home in Collins, and Wesley Medical 
Center.  Each agency received from 13 to 25 
quilts. We highly appreciate our members 
who make these quilts.   
 Also at the luncheon, we had our annu-
al Children's Quilt Parade where members win 
monetary prizes for their donations to Chil-
dren's Quilts.  This year Dianne McLendon 
won first place, Sally Henderson won second 
place, and Betty Allen won third place.  This 
judging is a great incentive for our members to 
make donation quilts that the children will 
cherish.  Additionally, our guild makes comfort 
pillows which are given to the hospitals for 
children who are brought into the emergency 
room or having surgery.  We also make walker 
totes and catheter bags which are given to 
hospital patients.     
 At our August meeting Ellen Cox pre-
sented a delightful program on "Quilts: Tradi-
tional to Modern."  A wide variety of quilts 
were shown demonstrating just how far quilt-
ing has come.     
 Do make plans to attend the quilt show 
in October.  For all the details, go to our web-
site at pinebeltquilters.com or our blog 
atpinebeltquilters.blogspot.com. 

 

West Central-Vicksburg Quilt-

ers      
 Our members have been sharing some 
wonderful "Tips and Techniques" at the 
monthly meetings.  In May, Barbara Cashman 
demonstrated ways of cutting fabrics empha-
sizing both accuracy and safety.    
 Susan Beard presented the June pro-
gram on making pillows, to go along with this 
program, Carolyn Justice gave tips on round-
ing corners on pillows.   
 In July, Katherine Winters demonstrat-
ed foundation paper piecing. 
 Vicksburg Quilters meets the 2nd Sat-
urday of each month at the Senior Center at 
801 South Street.  The meetings begin at 9:30 
a.m. 

http://www.possumtownquilters.blogspot.com
http://pinebeltquilters.com/
http://pinebeltquilters.blogspot.com/
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LODGING 

Holiday Inn Express 

4330 S. Frontage Rd., 

Vicksburg MS 39180 

Phones 601-634-8777 

 

GROUP DISCOUNTED RATES Room rates include a hot, 

deluxe breakfast buffet.  Room rates are based on the number of 
adults in the room.   

CHECK IN anytime after 3:00 pm   CHECK OUT by 11:00 am 

RESERVATION Individuals will call the hotel directly 
at 601-634-8777 and request the Mississippi Quilt Association room block in order to receive the dis-
counted rates.  All reservations must be guaranteed with a major credit card.  

  

 

RESERVATION CUT-OFF DATE A room block will be held until September 26, 2014. 

Single:    (1 Person) $119.00 + 10% tax Triple: (3 People) $129.00 + 10% tax 

Double:  (2 People) $119.00 + 10% tax Quad:  (4 People) $139.00 + 10% tax 

La Quinta Inn & Suites, Vicksburg, MS  
4160 S Frontage Rd., 
Vicksburg MS 39180 
Phone 1-866-460-7456 
 
Reservations Cut Off Date is 9/21/2014 
Payment: Major Credit Card 
 

Room Rates are: Double Beds $91.30 per night. 

          No King Beds available. 

MEETING LOCATION 

Physical address: 3365 Porters Rd., Vicksburg MS. 

Travel west on Interstate 20. (from Jackson MS to Vicksburg it is ap-

proximately 40 miles). 

    Take exit #4B. ClaySt/Downtown onto Clay St. (.7mi.) 

 

 

Turn Left on Old Highway 27 (.3mi.) 

 

Turn right on S Frontage Rd.(.2mi.) 

 

Turn left onto Porter’s Chapel Rd, (.4mi.) 

 

The Church is on the right side of  Porters Chapel Rd. 

Trinity Baptist Church 
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All Box Lunches include chips and dessert 

$8.50 

Friday Night 

Sandwich        Bread 

__Chicken Salad  __Sourdough 

     made with grapes,  __Wheat 

     pecans, celery ,  __Croissant 

     provolone  

  

__Turkey Breast  __Sourdough 

     with Swiss Cheese __Wheat 

    __Croissant 

 

__Roast Beef   __Sourdough 

     with provolone   __Wheat 

     cheese   __Croissant 

 

___$11.50  Newk’s Salad with romaine let-
tuce, grilled chicken breast, cranberries, red 
grapes, artichoke hearts, pecans, croutons, 
gorgonzola cheese and dressing on the side, 
breadsticks and a dessert 

 

 

All Box Lunches include chips and dessert 

$8.50 

Saturday Lunch 

Sandwich        Bread 

__Chicken Salad  __Sourdough 

     made with grapes,  __Wheat 

     pecans, celery ,  __Croissant 

     provolone   

 

__Turkey Breast  __Sourdough 

     with Swiss Cheese __Wheat 

    __Croissant 

 

__Roast Beef   __Sourdough 

     with provolone   __Wheat 

     cheese   __Croissant 

 

 

___$11.50  Newk’s Salad with romaine lettuce, 
grilled chicken breast, cranberries, red grapes, 
artichoke hearts, pecans, croutons, gorgonzola 
cheese and dressing on the side, breadsticks 
and a dessert 

Lunches provided by Newk’s Catering 

Make checks payable to MQA 

 

Friday Night Meal                 ____________ 

 

Saturday Lunch           ____________ 

             Total___________________ 

Mail class registration and along with mem-
bership forms to  

 Susan Beard 

 12030 Freetown Rd 

 Vicksburg MS 39183-7568 

  

You may contact Susan at 

H-601-415-3936 or C 601-415-3936 

Or swbeard@bellsouth.net 

          

 

 

Village Cloth Shoppe 

Fabric, Notions & Accessories 

302 Main Ave—P. O. Box 11 

De Kalb MS. 39328 

601-743-5638 

villagecclothshoppe@yahoo.com 

 

Owned by Carolyn Botts Hobgood 

Established 1971 by Ola Mae Botts 

 

Main Street Fabrics 

  East Main Street   

Mon-Fri  8:30-5:30           Sat 8:30-3:00                      Wed Closed 

PO Box 73                                      mainstreefabics@hotmail.com                               

Ackerman MS 39                                     www.mainstfabrics.com 

Phone: 662-285-6241 

Vendors 

Going Out 

Of     

Business 

Sale 
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 Mississippi Quilt Association                                 
Membership Form 

Dues are $15 payable to Mississippi Quilt Association (MQA) 

Please print: 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________________State:________________ 

Zip:___________________ County:______________________________ 
Home Phone (including area code):_______________________________________ 
Cell Phone (including area code):_________________________________________ 

 Email Address:_______________________________________________________ 

Common Thread, MQA newsletter 

Please check one: 

____ I would like to receive the Common Thread by email.  

____ I would prefer to receive the Common Thread  by US mail 

MQA Membership Directory: 

I give permission to MQA to publish my information (as completed above) in the annual Membership Directory.  

 ____Yes 

____  No 

Please check one: 

____ I would like to receive the Membership Directory by email. 

 ____ I would prefer to receive a copy of the Membership Directory by US mail. 

Please send completed form with payment to: 

Mississippi Quilt Association (MQA)        
C/O Jere’ Funk                                
7024 Pinehurst Drive             

Ocean Springs MS.39564-9151   
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 Hi Ladies,  Let's have a great 2015 June Gathering!! 
 
!I'm still looking for an Educational Director for our 2015 June 
Gathering. 
 
 Don't wait until October meeting.   
Let me know now.  
  
Also, If you are interested in teaching a class, let me know 
 

 
Marietta Johnson 
President-Elect 

President Elect’s Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am offering my quilt workshop "Lily" to anyone who would like to participate. This class will be taught in my home 

near Brooksville, MS on Tuesday, Sept. 23, 2014 and Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2014. You may visit my blog http://

juliagraber.blogspot.com/2014/08/lily-quilt-class-in-starkville.html to see the "Lily" quilt and the quilts of the stu-

dents in my Starkville workshop. 

  

I feel I need a minimum of 10 students for the class to make 

and I can take up to 18 students. I would also like to serve 

lunch for those that are interested. The price for the class will 

be $40 and lunch will be $10. 

  

If you are interested you may email me 

at pjgraber@juno.com or call my home (662) 738-5666 or cell 

(662) 788-1927. 

Educational Opportunity 

http://juliagraber.blogspot.com/2014/08/lily-quilt-class-in-starkville.html
http://juliagraber.blogspot.com/2014/08/lily-quilt-class-in-starkville.html
mailto:pjgraber@juno.com
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Mississippi Quilt Association                               
Lucy Large                                                            
210 Woodlake Dr                                                
Brandon MS 39047 

 

 

 

Name:____________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________ 

City:_________________________State___________Zip___________ 

Phone: H_______________________ C_________________________ 

Email:____________________________________________________ 

 

Menu selections are on page 9 of the newsletter.  

Please make your selection and make your payment to 

MQA. 

          MQA Fall Gathering 

     October 17 & 18, 2014 

      Trinity Baptist Church 

           3365 Porters Rd.                   
     Vicksburg MS. 

 

Registration begins at 3:00 pm on Friday 
afternoon 

Meal Registration Form 


