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The Mississippi Quilt Association invites everyone who loves quilts, quilting, and is interested in perserving and promoting quiltmaking to join us. 
Our members come from all walks of life and levels of quilting experience. Our backgrounds may differ, but we share our love of quilts and the art 
of quilt making. To learn more, visit www.mississippiquilt.org. The MQA logo is based on an original design by Martha Ginn. Used with permission. 

Upcoming events               
• May 10-11: Starry Trails Quilt Show, 

Bay St. Louis
• May 10-July 28: Crosstown Arts 

“Stitched” exhibit/workshop, 
Memphis, TN

• May 31-June 1: MQA June  
Gathering, Jackson

• June 14-15: QuiltFest Birmingham, 
Trussville, AL

• July 27: Gulf States Quilting  
Association Meeting, Jackson

• Aug. 2-3: Smokey Mountain Quilt 
Show, Knoxville, TN

• Sept. 11-14: American Quilter’s  
Society QuiltWeek, Paducah, KY

• Sept. 21-23: Upper Cumberland 
Quilt Festival, Algood, TN

• Oct 18-19: MQA Fall Gathering, 
Hattiesburg

President’s Message

Linda Levy

For those who may have missed the spring gathering, I would like to tell you 
a little about myself. I have been a member of MQA for almost ten years having 
previously served MQA as a Regional Rep, an Education Director and as the 
Membership Director. I have lived in Tupelo, Mississippi, now for over twenty 
years.  I was first exposed to the current quilting world about ten years ago by a 
friend who was a member of the Sew Peaceful (now Gumtree) Guild of Tupelo.  
I am presently a member of Gumtree, Golden Triangle in Starkville, and Piece-
makers of Oxford. How little my friend and quilting mentor, Alice knew what 
she started when she invited me to that first quilt show.  

We had a fabulous turnout at our annual Spring Gathering, in Lake Tika 
O’Khata in Louisville with 137 attendees. We all had a good time, got great 
goody bags (see pics on Facebook). I cannot say enough about the effort put 
forth by the Scrappers and Red Hills Quilt guilds, over and beyond ladies! And 
the music and the demos wow!  Thanks to all the guild members, the guests, and 
the presenters We learned a lot and had fun doing it.

Pine Belt Quilters have offered to hold the Fall Gathering on October 18 & 
19, thanks Ladies. We now need a guild or two to step forward for the spring 
gathering, hopefully in central or southern Mississippi. Remember, two or more 
guilds can do this together. It does not have to be elaborate. The most import-
ant thing is that we have a place to gather, see our quilting friends, to learn 
some new things, and, of course, shop. All you need to do is find a venue and 
a caterer - usually sandwiches & salads. If you have a plan for Friday night it’s a 
plus. MQA will pay for the venue and will give you an amount for incidentals.  
MQA, Carol Punday, our Education Director, and her committee will do the 
rest.  Perhaps there is an event going on in your area one weekend.  Piecemak-
ers in Oxford combined the Friday night program with an exhibition of Carol 
Bryer Fallert-Gentry’s Quilts which was being held at the University of Missis-
sippi Museum.  Please contact me or Carol with any questions or to volunteer 
your guild. Remember, we are only as good as our membership, so let’s make it 
happen!

Questions have been raised about our decision to offer a national teacher ev-
ery other year instead of annually.  Since the start in the year 2000, not including 
Bonnie Hunter, as the circumstances were unusual, we have lost over $16,000 
with less than 14% of our membership participating.  We also face competition 
from other Mississippi venues offering national teachers.  Taking that in consid-
eration, as a nonprofit, we decided to expand our efforts in the offset years to ed-
ucate new quilters and expand our numbers.  Please contact me or any member 
of the MQA board with questions or suggestions.
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Membership Report
Dear Mississippi Quilters;
If you have not done so, go check 
out the new MQA website.  It has 
a feature whereby you can renew 
your membership, and pay online 
without the $1.50 transaction fee 
charged by PayPal.  
Hope to see you at the June Gath-
ering.

Nancy Losure
Membership Director

Membership year    Active Members
2016-2017        278
2017-2018        340
2018-2019        355
2019-2020        243*
Lifetime members    12

*As of 4/19/2019 We expect some 
renewals in conjunction with the June 
Gathering. 

ANNUAL EDUCATION SEMINARS
MQA began holding an Annual 

Education Seminar with a nationally 
renowned teacher in 1994, and initial-
ly, MQA either broke even or made a 
slight profit on the seminars. However, 
since approximately 2006, MQA has 
lost money annually on the Education 
Seminar, despite making changes.  

In 2018, Bonnie Hunter, one of the 
most popular quilt teachers on the 
national and international circuit, was 
the teacher for the Annual Education 
Seminar which was held in conjunction 
with June Gathering.  MQA made a 
profit on the Bonnie Hunter classes, but 
only after heavy recruiting of partici-
pants and multiple extended deadlines 
for registration.  

The Board considered whether 
the need for the Annual Education 
Seminar had simply run its course 
since there are so many quilt classes 
readily available.  The Board voted to 
continue the MQA Education Semi-
nars on a biennial basis with the next 
MQA-sponsored Education Seminar to 
be held in 2020.

• Alternate Year Education Event:  
The Board also discussed what educa-
tion could be offered on the alternate 
years when the Education Seminar for 
MQA members is not held.  Since one 
of MQA’s goals is to introduce sewing/

quilting to those who are interested, 
the Board voted to develop a test 
project for a one day workshop to intro-
duce beginners (9 years of age or older) 
to sewing/quilting.  

The Board hopes that local Home 
Extension Service offices as well as 
members of local guilds will participate 
in the project.  The Board tasked Lauren 
Hutchins and Judy Stokes with organiz-
ing a test project to be held in July of 
2019 in the Golden Triangle area with 
the assistance of MQA members in Pos-
sum Town Quilters and Golden Triangle 
Quilters.  

If successful, it is the Board’s goal 
to expand the program to be held 
throughout the State in the years that 
the Educational Seminar is not held.

LATE REGISTRATION 
FOR JUNE GATHERING

The Board voted to impose a $10 late 
registration fee for June Gatherings 
only, beginning with the 2019 June 
Gathering.  

The deadline for registering for 
June Gathering is critical because the 
number of registrants affects how many 
and which classes will have enough 
students “to make” and this must be 
determined early enough to notify 
teachers and students and allow them 
time to prepare for the class.

MQA Board Meeting Notes 
February 9, 2019
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Gathering:  
The Basics

When:  May 31 - June 1, 2019
Registration Deadline: 
May 13, 2019

Deadline to cancel & receive  
a refund: May 20, 2019

LOCATION: 
Christ United Methodist Church
6000 Old Canton Road
Jackson, MS 39211

HOTELS: 
Flowood Best Western Plus
1004 Top Street
Flowood, MS 39232
(601) 420-4944
Reservations listed under MQA.
HOTEL RATE: 
$89.99+tax - Singles  
and Doubles available
Check-in: 3:00 p.m.
Check-out: 11:00 a.m.
RESERVATION DEADLINE: 
May 13, 2019

Holiday Inn Express
112 Ridge Way
Flowood, MS 39232
(601) 992-7773
Reservations listed under MQA.
All rooms non-smoking.
HOTEL RATE: 
$104+tax - Two Queen Beds
Check-in: 3:00 p.m.
Check-out: 12:00 p.m.
RESERVATION DEADLINE: 
May 10, 2019

Mail registration form found on 
page 18 & payment to:

Nancy Losure
751 Butler Road

Starkville, MS 39759 

May 31 - June 1 | Jackson

GATHERING VENDORS

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: May 13, 2019
Walk-ins are welcome, but please register. 

This helps the host guild to plan seating, goody bags, and refreshments. 

Main Street Fabrics
Stitch N Frame

Featherweight Works

GUILD 
REPRESENTATIVES: 

Please bring ONE (1) door 
prize to the gathering. 
Remember to select items 
that would appeal to a 
broad range of quilters.

JUNE GATHERING

Flowood Best Western Plus

Holiday Inn Express

Christ United Methodist Church

Friday
Doors open and registration begins at 3:30 

p.m.
3:30-5:00   Registration and Shopping
5:00-5:15   Welcome, Announcements, 

Door Prizes
5:15-6:15   Dinner & introduction of Satur-

day Teachers
6:30-8:00 Kathleen Barnett will be discuss-

ing the Mississippi quilts and the “Stories 
Unfolded” Exhibit at the MS Museum of 
History & MS Museum of Civil Rights

8:00 Members adjourn
MQA Board Meeting

Saturday 
Doors open at 8:00 a.m.
8:00-9:00 Registration (new arrivals only), 

shopping and class preparation
9:00-11:30 Classes
11:30-1:00 Lunch, Shopping and Door 

Prizes
1:00-3:00 Classes continue
3:00-3:15 Announcements, Door Prizes, 

Feedback Drawing for 2 free 2020 June 
Gathering Registrations

3:15-3:45 Class Review and Show-n-Tell
3:45 June Gathering Adjourned 

Gathering Details
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JUNE GATHERING

Wool Felt Applique with 
Luanne Blankenship
Skill Level: Beginner
Class Limit: 10
Class Description: Participants 
will create two 3.4”x8” small 
banners using 3 basic hand 
stitches. Enjoy working with 
non-raveling fabric with no 
edges to turn under. Luanne’s 

original pattern “Cardinals 
in My Garden” will provide 
students with pattern choices 
to create two banners. The kit 
includes the banner stand. 
Supplies Required: Straight 
pins, paper & fabric scissors, 
thimble, mechanical pencil, 
freezer paper. Kit is available 
for $18.

Meal Options are the same 
for both Friday night and 
Saturday Lunch. Please 

make sure to choose two 
(2) if you will be attending 

both days and want to 
order a meal for each day. 

Mesa Chicken Salad Box (Gluten-Sen-
sitive): Grilled, 100% antibiotic-free 
chicken breast, chopped avocado, 
roasted corn and black bean mix, 
grape tomatoes, mixed salad greens 
and cheddar with fresh-made jala-
peño ranch dressing. Each box comes 
with a fresh gluten-free baked cookie. 
$12.00

Nutty Mixed-up Salad Box (Glu-
ten-Sensitive): Grilled, 100% antibiot-

ic-free chicken breast, grapes, organic 
apples, cranberry-walnut mix, organic 
field greens and feta with balsamic 
vinaigrette. Each box comes with a 
fresh baked cookie. $12.00

Roast Beef Sandwich Box: All tradi-
tional box lunches served on country 
white bread with lettuce and tomato. 
Each box comes with chips, pickle and 
a fresh baked cookie.
$10.00 Also available Gluten-Sensitive

Chicken Salad Sandwich Box with 
Almonds & Pineapple: All tradition-
al box lunches served on multigrain 
wheat with lettuce and tomato. Each 

box comes with chips (150 cal), pickle 
(5 cal) and a fresh baked cookie is 
included. $10.00 Also available Glu-
ten-Sensitive

Deli Club Sandwich: A traditional 
sandwich with Nitrite-free ham, 
roasted turkey breast, bacon, cheddar, 
Swiss, leafy lettuce, tomato, mayo 
toasted multigrain wheat bread. Each 
box comes with chips, pickle and a 
fresh baked cookie. $10.50

Turkey Wrap Box (690-910 cal): Roast-
ed turkey breast, fresh-made guaca-
mole, Roma tomatoes and organic 
field greens in an organic wheat wrap. 
Served with a side of fresh-made 
ranch dressing. Each box comes with 
baked chips and a fresh baked cookie.
$10.00

Meal Options

Class Offerings (No Machine Required)

Sit ‘N Sew is always available.

All class options can be found on pages 4-7.
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JUNE GATHERING
Class Offerings (No Machine Required)

With Needle & Thread: Handpiecing 
with Naomi Perry 
Skill Level: Beginner
Class Limit: 15
Class Description: Hand piecing can become an easy, 
portable project. With a little bit of planning you can have 
a “pick-up-and-go” kit ready for whenever you can’t take 
your sewing machine with you. In this class, participants 
will learn the basics of pattern drafting and how to make 
plastic templates from drafted patterns. Students will be 
using the templates to mark seam lines, then stitch those 
seams with needle and thread. Discussions will be had re-
garding marking utensils, quilting threads, sewing needles, 
different thimble styles, and stitching paths which can be 
different from machine piecing. 
Supplies Required: 5 or more fat quarters or scrap pieces 
at least 6”x4”, neutral colored hand quilting thread, hand 
sewing needles, thimble, paper scissors for cutting plastic 
templates, fabric scissors, mechanical pencil, 220 grit sand-
paper, table lamp, and extension cord. A kit will be avail-
able for purchase for $5 (includes template plastic, graph 
paper, sewing needles, pins, and scrap fabric). 

Needle-Turn Applique 
with Brenda Nell Oliver
Skill Level: Beginner
Class Limit: 15
Class Description: Participants will learn how to nee-
dle-turn applique, how to make templates, and how to 
transfer designs to background fabrics. Students will per-
fect invisible applique stitches while working on inner and 
outer points, bias stems, scallops, and circles. 
Supplies Required: Basic sewing supplies, small sharp pa-
per and fabric scissors, thimble, marking pencils, applique 
pins, 220 gauge sandpaper, size 11 sharp needles, ruler, 
and 100% 50wt cotton thread to match your applique, 
the book “Contemporary Classics in Plaids and Stripes” by 
Becky Goldsmith and Linda Jenkins (needed for the pat-
tern), a variety of scraps in varying sizes (refer to the fabric 
requirements in the book).
Optional supplies: Light box, bag for templates, small 
square pillow, and trash bag. 
Pre-class instructions: Cut one 20”x20” square or four 
10”x10” squares sewn together.

Class Offerings (Machine Required)
MQA 2019 Mystery 
with Jere Funk
Skill Level: Confident Beginner
Class Limit: 15-20
Class Description: This mystery quilt 
was designed for the confident begin-

ner. Four fabrics will be used to create 
a large lap-size quilt. 
Supplies Required: Supply list and 
pre-class instructions will be provided 
to registered students. Class handouts 
will be provided. 
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JUNE GATHERING

“Kira” with  
Dorinda Evans
Skill Level: All
Class Limit: 10 
Class Description: Par-
ticipants will create the 
delightfully graphic quilt 
with one layer cake. Blocks 
are sewn, sliced, and sewn 
again to create two designs 
at once. A checkerboard 
background overlaid with a 
diagonal net. 
Pattern Required: $10 
pattern is required. It can 
be found at your local quilt 
shop or at gequiltdesigns.
com. 
Supplies Required: “Kira” 
pattern, layer cake with a 
good variety of values or 
small prints or textures, 
sewing machine, neutral 

thread, rotary cutter & mat, 
quarter inch foot, basic 
sewing supplies. Option-
al supplies: Stripology 
Squared ruler and ruler 
stickers, 12.5” square ruler.
Pre-class instructions: 
Separate layer cake squares 
into light and dark colors. 

Class Offerings (Machine Required)

Reversible Quilted Jackets with Vicki Katz
Skill Level: Intermediate
Class Limit:20
Class Description: Participants will create wearable fab-
ric art using a jackat as a working canvas. Students will 
learn to read simple paper patterns, address raw edges, 
seams, construction, closures, and embellishments. 
Participants will create a doll-size jacket.
Supplies Required: Sewing machine, neutral thread, 
quilting thread, hand sewing supplies, basic sewing 
supplies, 1 yard solid, 1 yard matching print (no plaid 
or stripes), 1 yard quilt batting, rotary cutter & mat, 
scissors, binding (see pre-class instructions). 
Pre-class instructions: Cut 2” wide matching binding - 2 
yards plus 1 yard diagonal cut binding. Pattern will be 
available for purchase for $2.

“Let’s Take a Little Trip” with Watana Cantrell
Skill Level: All
Class Limit: 25
Class Description: 
Participants will be 
making a lap quilt 
using a technique to 
make a fast, fun, and 
easy “Trip” quilt. 
Supplies Required: 
Sewing machine, 
neutral thread, 3 pre-
filled bobbins, rotary 
cutter & mat, 6”x24” 
ruler, scissors, and 
pins.
Pre-class instructions: Pre-class instructions will be 
provided to registered participants.  

“Supernova” with Marilyn Rose
Skill Level: All
Class Limit: 20
Class Descrip-
tion: Partici-
pants will make 
at least one 
block for the 
“Supernova” 
quilt using 2.5” 
squares from 
a jelly roll (for 
14.5” blocks) or 
3” squares from 
other fabrics 
(for 18” blocks). 
Supplies Re-
quired: sewing 
machine, rotary 
cutter & mat, 
matching thread, pins, seam ripper, extension cord, pencil, 
6”x24” ruler, iron & ironing surface, Various prints for each 
block (6 prints per block), Solid for background and borders.
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JUNE GATHERING
Class Offerings (Machine Required)

“Batikello” with Betty Lewis
Skill Level: Intermediate/Advanced
Class Limit: 20
Class Description: Participants 
will learn the process of making a 
bargello quilt. This includes sewing 
together width of fabric stip sets, 
and cutting columns from those 
sets, then opening selected seams 
and reordering the color placement 
to achieve complex and intriguing 
effects.
Supplies Required: Sewing machine, rotary cutter & mat, 
6”x24” ruler, pencil, basic sewing supplies, and a seam ripper. 
NOTE: A copy of the book “Bargello - Quilts in Motion: A New 
Look for Strip-Pieced Quilts” by Ruth Ann Berry is required. 
Pre-class instructions: Cut fabric according to the instruc-
tions in the book. Sew strip sets making two sets of multi 
color and two sets of background strips. Photocopy the 
quilt diagram so you can mark columns as you work. 

Improvisational 
Strip-piecing  
with Karen Arzamendi
Skill Level: Intermediate/
Advanced
Class Limit: 15 
Class Description: Partici-
pants will make an abstract 
wall hanging top (approx. 
18”x29” or smaller). You’ll 
cut strips without rulers 
and learn how to sew them 
together maintaining the 
gentle curves that devel-
op when cutting without 
rulers. Color theory and 
design principles will be 
discussed as our composi-
tions develop.  
Supplies Required: Sewing 
machine, rotary cutter & 
mat, scissors, pins, seam 
ripper, white marking 
pencil, mechanical pencil, 
neutral sewing thread, 
extension cord, design 
surface (such as a fleece-

backed vinyl tablecloth or 
foam-core board), fabrics 
from pre-class instruc-
tions, an extra pre-wound 
bobbin, and extra sewing 
machine needles. Pre-
class Instructions: Gather 
fabrics in 5 to 6 of your fa-
vorite colors and a neutral 
or two that look good with 
your stack of colors (more 
colors will give you more 
options). Each color and 
neutral needs to be gath-
ered in lights, mediums, 
and darks. Fabrics can be 
anything that read as a 
solid from a distance. 

“Moon Over the 
Mountain” Interleave 
with Martha Ginn
Skill Level: Intermediate
Class Limit: 12-20
Class Description: Partici-
pants will create an Inter-
leave design called “Moon 
Over the Mountain.”  
Supplies Required: Sewing 
machine, rotary cutter & 
mat, 24” ruler, basic sewing 
supplies, 1” Gridded Pellon 
(21”x23”), batting and back-
ing (21”x23” each), iron/
ironing surface, Wonder 
Under/Mistyfuse/Steam-a-
Seam Light (enough for 16” 
or 11” mountain & moon)
   4 fabrics (batiks work best) 
    - mountain: 16” square 
(dark woodsy or brown batik)
   - moon: 11” square 
(yellow/orange/mottled/
streaked batik)

   - sky: fat quarter (blue/
purple/streaked batik)
   - black for interleave to 
alternate with sky
Pre-class instructions: 
Draw lines between each 
1” line on the Pellon Grid 
so that lines are 0.5” from 
top to bottom. Instructor 
will furniture “Mountain” 
and “Moon” templates for 
each person as well as spray 
baste. Pattern will be avail-
able for purchase for $2.

Hexies by Machine  
with Nancy Losure
Skill Level: Beginner
Class Limit: 20
Class Description: Participants 
will make a pieced top (approx-
imately 18”x42”) using hexago-
nal patches. Students will learn 
how to cut out hexies, sew them 
together using Y-seams, plan 
for efficient piecing, and press 
resulting sub-units. 
Supplies Required: Sewing 
machine, pre-cut hexagons, 
hexagon ruler or Go! cutter with 
hexagon dies to make hexagons 
approximately 2” finished side (4” from point to point). 
Pre-class instructions: Pre-class instructions will be 
provided to registered participants. 
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REGIONAL NEWS
Please send guild news to your regional representative and Cristen Bland at mississippiquilt@gmail.com by August 15, 2019. 

CENTRAL       
Brandon, Brandon Quilters

Debbie Wilson is providing our Block of the 
Month this year, which is a wonderful selection 
of framed squares. We’ve had very interest-
ing programs so far this year. Jo Patterson & 
Polly Duggan talked about Getting Organized 
for Quilting in January. We held a block swap 
in February, with the intention being that 
we create something with the block that we 
received in the swap. Joan Alliston presented 
Migrating Flying Geese in March. And the guild 
is displaying our Quilts of Valor in the Brandon 
Library for the month of April.

Our guild meets on the First Monday night 
of each month at 7:30 at the Brandon Library 
(unless it’s a holiday) at 475 W Government 
Street, Brandon, MS  39042. We have (and 
welcome) members of all skill levels. Please 
join us any time as a member or a guest!!

Brandon, Quilters by Heart’s Desire
Our group is an eclectic group of quilters. 

This past month we had a program on selvage 
quilts, the month before that we had a pro-
gram on making a rope wrapped basket. Each 
month we are encouraging members to par-
ticipate in our Mystery Quilt project. This year 
members have been asked to make their own 
name tags, and if you fail to wear your name 
tag, you have to make a donation to the guild. 
We held a retreat at our meeting place during 
the month of April. We had 16 members 
participating. Some brought very simple items 
to work on while others brought more com-
plicated projects. Projects varied from hand 
quilting, border applications to completing a 
long awaited project. One project was 25 years 
old, so don’t give up on your UFO’s. Our group 
meets at St. Marks UMC the 3rd Monday of 
each month. Meeting starts at 7:00 pm.

Brandon, Rankin HMV Quilt Club
Rankin MHV Quilt Club continues to grow in 

numbers and interest. We introduced a UFO 
project that resulted in 16 members signing up 
for participation: 11 members brought their 
projects and received a bonus prize for their 
participation. Our guild along with Brandon 
Quilters participated in the Quilts of Valor proj-
ect which is hanging in the Brandon Library. 
Some members have expressed interest in 
giving their QOV to a particular veteran, but 
those who have not requested this process 
the quilts will be donated to area veterans. At 
our Charity Workshop day, our group partici-
pated in making 50 bibs to Hudspeth patients. 
All items for the project were donated. One 
of our speakers was an attorney who spoke 
to our group about wills, estate planning and 

medical directives. This is an important topic 
for members in our age group. Members are 
looking forward to the June Gathering.  Our 
group meets at the MS State Extension Bldg,. 
601 Marquette Rd, Brandon MS on the second 
Monday of each month at 1:00 pm. If you are 
in our area, stop by.

Canton, Allison Wells Quilters
Allison’s Wells Quilters meet every Tuesday 

at 9:30 am. The meeting is held at the Canton 
Convention & Visitors Bureau (147 North Union 
Street, on the Square) from February through 
October and at the Canton Public Library (102 
Priestley Street) from November through 
January. The 3rd Tuesday of the month is the 
business meeting. Dues are $10 per year.

Jackson, Jackson Quilters
Jackson Quilters is thriving and growing.  Our 

president Dorinda Evans gave us the challenge:  
“Bring a guest, get a fat quarter and your guest 
does too!  Bring a different guest for a different 
fat quarter.”  The membership has responded 
well to this challenge.  We have grown from 55 
members at the end of 2018 to 64 in 2019.

In January, we started off 2019 with a field 
trip to local quilt shop Cotton Blossom where 
owners Cathy Dixon and Robin Thomas present-
ed “Options for quilting your quilts at home.”  

February found us studying Color and Value 
with a program presented by Dorinda Evans.  
After the presentation, she challenged us to 
make a pillowcase or charity quilt using a color 
+ color formula.  We pulled a color chip from 
one bag and a color formula from another bag.  
Items made are due by the May meeting using 
the color and color formula that we drew.

In March, member Cheri Searles taught En-
glish Paper Piecing.  She prepared kits for each 
member to make a hexie flower.  Members will 

return the completed flower to Cheri.  She will 
make a small quilt that one lucky member will 
take home with them.

Charity quilt donations thus far in 2019 total 
46 - 23 to University Medical Center, 13 to Blair 
Batson Children’s Hospital, and 10 to Trans-
plant patients.

We are looking forward to two special 
programs in April and May.  Amy Aderman 
from Lafayette, Louisiana, will talk about her 
job as a fabric rep for Jaftex, how fabrics are 
created, and some industry secrets at the April 
meeting.  In May, Cena Harmon will bring her 
quilts for a trunk show and the “Name That 
Tune” Challenge Quilt Game.

Jackson Quilters meets every 4th Monday 
from January to October at Christ United 
Methodist Church, 6000 Old Canton Road, 
Jackson, MS  39211.  Visitors are welcome! 

Kosciusko, Kosciusko Quilters
The Kosciusko Quilters Guild meets the 3rd 

Tuesday of each month (sometimes this chang-
es - so you may need to call before attending) 
beginning at 9:30am at the R.S.V.P. Center, 413 
E. Adams St., Kosciusko, MS 39090 Dues are 
$10.00 per year.

NORTHWEST
DeSoto County, Quilting in the Grove

Quilting in the Grove Guild of Desoto Coun-
ty, meets on the 2nd Monday in the morning 
at 10:00 am, at the Olive Branch Senior Center 
located at College Road, Olive Branch, MS. 
Dues are $20.00 per year.

 
Oxford, Piecemakers of Oxford

The Piecemakers Of Oxford MS meets the 
second Saturday of each month at 1 p.m. at 

Continued on page 9

In an e�ort to try and update local guild information on our website,
we need your help. Within the Regional News you will see some 
guilds with ** next to their name. If you are part of this guild please
look at the information we have for your meeting dates and let us 
know if anything needs to be updated. If your guild needs to be 
updated, please send the correct information to us. Otherwise the 
published information will stand as correct. 

HELP US UPDATE LOCAL GUILD INFORMATION!

Email mississippiquilt@gmail.com 
or mail it to

Terry Turnage/MQA website
704 Westland Drive
Winona, MS 38967

Please share with those
who may not be a part
of MQA but have corrected
guild information. 



9

the First Presbyterian Church, 924 Van Buren 
Ave, Oxford, MS, unless otherwise indicated. 
Also everyone is invited to attend the Weekly 
Wednesday drop-in sewing sessions in the 
same location from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Bring along 
a quilting project or just come for the fellow-
ship. Dues are $10.00 per year.

NORTHEAST
Ackerman, Scrappers Quilt Guild

The Scrappers Quilt Guild of Choctaw Coun-
ty now has 35 active, creative members and 
continues to stay busy. Some of our activities 
include: Helping with the February MQA Gath-
ering,  Making a 5-yd quilt, Creating Ribbon 
Stars, Working on our One Fabric Wonder 
quilts,  Making  Honor Throws for Veterans, 
Collecting  needed items for the Women’s 
Crisis Center, Celebrating Christmas in July, 
and always “Sewcializing” at our monthly guild 
meetings.

We enjoy having guests at our meetings and 
invite anyone who has an interest or love of 
Quilts and Quiltmaking to attend.

Meetings are either the 2nd second Monday 
or Wednesday of the month. Call (662) 285-
8373 for information.

Columbus, Possum Town Quilters
Possum Town Quilters will be a busy guild 

with much quilty fun planned for 2019.  In 
January we continued making the fairy tale 
and nursery rhyme blocks for a guild conver-
sation quilt.  Members were also finishing up 
Christmas themed small quilts for the Pigeon 
Forge Mountain Quiltfest Show.  The demon-
stration at the January meeting was creating 
the mitered border.

In February guild members enjoyed the 
MQA Spring Gathering activities at beautiful 
Lake Tiak-O’Khata.   We loaned quilts to the 
Columbus Lowndes Public Library for display in 
March and April.  

In March a National Quilt Day program was 
presented at the Columbus Lowndes Public 
Library by guild members.  During the meeting 
we brought our medallions and learned the 
first border would be squares. The charity quilt 
for the Columbus Arts Council will be made up 
of 6” blocks made from the Moda Blockheads 
book and utilizing Civil War Reproduction 
(CWR) fabrics.  We have begun these challeng-
ing little blocks!

Many guild members entered quilts or 
attended the Mountain Quilt Fest in Pigeon 
Forge, some winning ribbons for the quilts 
they entered in the show.  Congratulations to 
everyone!!

April is Pilgrimage time in Columbus, MS.  
For the second year PTQ loaned quilts to the 
Quilts, Teacakes, and Sweet Tea event at Mt. 
Pleasant Methodist Church. Visitors truly 
enjoyed seeing the antique and modern quilts 
displayed. The Pilgrimage Artisan’s Day event, 
Artisans Alley, gave PTQ the opportunity to set 

up the booth for the public to tie a quilt for 
charity. During the April meeting the nursery 
rhyme and fairytale blocks were collected 
for the conversation quilt, some of the Moda 
Blockheads challenge blocks were completed, 
the next border for the medallion quilts will be 
half-square triangles, and our ugly fabric chal-
lenge began.  Our machines will be humming!

Possum Town Quilters guild meets on the 
second Saturday morning each month, except 
December. Our meeting begins at 9:30. We 
enjoy a planned group fellowship lunch, then 
work on charity quilts in the afternoon. We 
meet in the Art Underground level of the 
Rosenzweig Arts Center located at 501 Main 
Street, Columbus, MS 39701.  To follow the 
monthly news and see our show and tell, 
follow our blog,   http://possumtownquilters.
blogspot.com/    

  
Corinth, Cross City Piecemakers

The Cross City Piece Makers are having a fun 
and fabulous year so far. We are working on 
some new charity projects and keeping some 
old ones too. Sewing, learning new skills and 
sharing ideas are keeping us busy.

One interesting project we are sewing is our 
Farmer’s Wife quilt. Each month the members 
receive three new patterns. When we finish we 
should have some amazing quilts for show and 
tell at next year’s Spring gathering.  Come see us 
the third Thursday of every month at 1:00 at the 
Extension Building behind the Crossroads Arena. 
Try to come at 12:00 for our “bring your own 
lunch” fellowship time. Someone always brings a 
delicious dessert to share. Hope to see you soon. 

 
Iuka, Needle Chasers of Tishomingo County

We started the year off with our annual 
3-day guild retreat in January at JPColeman 
State Park overlooking the Tennessee River 
that included a class taught by Tupelo’s Gum 
Tree guild member Lynn Blaylock on modern 
Dresden Plate patterns.  Lynn did an excellent 
job and members had a good time showing off 
their new blocks.

This year we have been treated to two STAR 
Quilter presentations.  Members Barbara 
Patterson and Chris Steel shared their personal 
quilt journeys with us through mini trunk 
shows, showing off their early endeavors, class 
projects and ribbon-winning quilts plus other 
quilted items such as bags, table runners etc.  
Presenters earned a STAR Quilter ribbon that 
identifies them as an experienced, accom-
plished quilter and a resource for our new 
members seeking advice. 

We’re busy planning for this year’s Kids Can 
Quilt class in June and have started discussing 
our next shop hop bus trip, possibly to North 
Alabama.  We have also started our newest 
opportunity quilt to be raffled off at our quilt 
show next year featuring Pat Sloan’s Oh My 
Stars pattern in blues and grays.  

Needle Chasers Quilt Guild regularly meets 
the first Monday of the month at 1:00 p.m. 
in the Iuka Public Library.  New members and 

visitors, with or without quilting experience, 
are always welcomed. Our monthly programs 
offer demonstrations of techniques, quilt 
block ideas and back-to-basic fundamentals 
plus book reviews, gadgets, show and tell, and 
handy tips & tricks.

Starkville, Golden Triangle Quilters
The early spring months of 2019 have 

been busy for GTQG members. Carol Punday 
demonstrated the use of EZ Quilting Compan-
ion Angle Rulers at the January meeting. Using 
long strips of fabric, Carol cut several squares 
and triangles used to make Flying Geese and 
Sawtooth Star blocks. 

The February meeting featured Sawtooth 
Star blocks pieced by the sixteen members 
who participated in a block swap. After the 
group viewed the collection of blocks, each 
member who participated chose one block 
from each of the other participants, using 
the blocks to make their own quilt. It will be 
interesting to see the final quilts made from 
the blocks. The highlight of the spring was the 
GTQG Open House. 

On March 9, seventy visitors and members 
enjoyed viewing the bed turning, miniature 
quilt display, “freebie” table, sheriff’s quilt 
display, and “how to” demonstrations. Mem-
bers sharing their expertise in “how-tos” were 
Luanne Blankenship, confetti quilts; Lou Ann 
Vasek, jelly roll piecing; Gloria Reeves, electric 
AccuQuilt GoBig! die cutting; and Dot Living-
ston, t-shirt quilting. Thank you to Everlyn 
Johnson, Nancy Losure, and Judy Middleton 
for leading the successful event.  

During the regular March meeting, Luanne 
Blankenship led the GTQG members in making 
prayer pins for a member undergoing treat-
ment for breast cancer. The pins, mounted on 
a wall hanging, will serve as a reminder that 
prayers are being said for her by quilt guild 
friends.  Members also enjoyed a March Quilt 
Guild Yard Sale, browsing tables filled with fab-
rics, quilting magazines and books, patterns, 
kits, and many more items that members were 
selling or giving away.  

Sit and Sew with us on the second Satur-
days from 9-3 p.m., meet with us on the third 
Thursday of each month, 5:30 p.m., or do both 
at the Starkville Sportsplex.  We always wel-
come visitors who may become members!

 
Starkville, Happy Hoopers

We remain a sit-and-sew group, with mem-
bers coming from Starkville and the surrounding 
area.  Our show-and-tell is fabulous.  We have 
quilters who are beginners, those who are 
experts, those who are expert enough to teach-
-and each contributes to make us a whole. 

Several of us attended A Mountain Quiltfest 
(again!) this year in March, and it was as won-
derful as always.  I’m not even going to attempt 
to list all our Mississippi folks who had quilts 
entered in the show, won ribbons, taught class-
es, and took up entire floors of motels!  Judy 

Continued on page 10

From page 8
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Stokes, who comes over to Hoopers from Pos-
sum Town Quilters in Columbus, does deserve 
an extra shout-out for teaching all of Klaudeen 
Hansen’s classes (Klaudeen’s husband died) and 
for having a special exhibit of her Bonnie Hunter 
mystery and other Bonnie Hunter quilts at the 
show.  Bonnie was quite impressed!

Dates for A Mountain Quiltfest 2020 are 
earlier than usual - March 4-7.  Be sure to put 
that on your calendar.

We Happy Hoopers meet every Thursday 
(except for holidays), 10:00-12:00, Sportsplex 
Activities Bldg, 405 Lynn Lane, Starkville.  Ev-
eryone is welcome!  If you are interested and 
want to know more, you may contact me at 
662-418-9781 or vmreed2@aol.com. 

 
Tupelo, Gumtree Quilters

The Gumtree Quilters Guild is an informal 
quilting group that meets the 1st Tuesday of 
each month. Anyone wanting help, to visit, or 
just to sew is welcome to come to the “sit-n-
sew” at 6:30 PM. The meeting starts at 7:00 
p.m. at All Saints Episcopal Church, 308 Jeffer-
son St., Tupelo, MS (Across from the Lee County 
Library). Dues: $15/year due in September.

WEST CENTRAL
Cleveland, Cotton Row Quilters **

The Cotton Row Quilters meets at 1:00 p.m. 
the second Wednesday of every month at 327 
Cotton Row, Cleveland, MS 38732.

Greenville, Delta Quilters
The Delta Quilters - a group of 10-12 women 

who meet regularly at local churches. We meet 
on the second Tuesday of the month at one of 
the local churches. If you are ever in the area 
and would like to join us please contact Ann 
Simcox (662-347-9009) to get the name of the 
church where the meeting is being held that 
month.  We are an easy going group with no 
planned programs. We just get together and 
sew from 9:30 - 3:00 once a month!!  Come 
and join us if you live in the area. 

 
Vicksburg, Vicksburg Quilters

Vicksburg Quilters meet on the 2nd Saturday 
of each month at 9:30 at the Vicksburg Senior 
Citizens Center located at 820 South Street, 
Vicksburg, Ms.

President……………………Marilyn Daggett
Vice President……………Carolyn  

   Fisackerly-Justice
Secretary……………………Betty B. Jeffers
Treasurer…………………..Mary Holman
Programming…………….Brigid Jenkins
This guild’s primary project is the Canopy 

Children’s Solutions. 
We are using our work days to make items 

to be sold at the Old Courthouse Museum Flea 
Market on October 5, 2019. 

We continue to support the Warrior Bonfire 
Program by giving quilts to the veterans.

 EAST CENTRAL
Decatur, Busy Hands

We have had several programs on making 
different blocks. Several of our members at-
tended the MQA meeting in Lake Tiak-O’khata 
and were impressed. Our charity project so far 
for the year is making wheel chair totes and 
lap quilts for one of the local nursing homes 
with 60 patients.  Contributing food to the 
food bank at Decatur United Methodist Church 
is another of our projects.

The Busy Hands Quilt Guild meets 2nd 
Tuesday of each Month beginning at 10:00 
a.m. and ending at 4:00 p.m. at the Newton 
County Extension Office, 7 th Street, Decatur, 
MS 39327. Dues are $10.00 per year.

 
Louisville, Red Hills Quilters

In January the guild was busy with Scrappers 
from Ackerman getting ready for the Spring 
Gathering which was held at Lake Tiak-O’Khata.  
The next month we made plans for the rest of 
the year.  In April we worked on hand quilting. 

We meet the third Monday of the month at 
10:00a.m. at the Winston County Extension 
office 406 Vance St. Louisville, MS.

Meridian, Carousel Quilters
The Carousel Quilters meets the second Fri-

day of the month at 3:00 p.m. at the Meridian 
Activity Center, 3300 32nd Avenue, Meridian, 
MS 39305-3621. Dues are $20.00 a year. 

Meridian, Magnolia Quilters **
The Magnolia Quilters Guild meets the 2nd 

and 4th Thursday of each month beginning at 
9:00 a.m. at the Meridian Activity Center, 3300 
32nd Avenue, Meridian, MS 39305-3621. Dues 
are $20.00 a year.

Philadelphia, Nimble Thimble Quitlers
This year the members have started working 

on log cabin blocks.  This block can be a good 
way to use up a lot of scraps.  In April we had a 
Take 5 class.  Not quilt related, but in February 
we made Christmas ornaments covering balls 
with tiny beads.

We meet the first and third Thursday of 
the month at 9:30 a.m. at New Pleasantdale 
Baptist Church in Williamsville.

SOUTHWEST
Brookhaven, Piecemakers

Last month Mississippi was well represented 
at Pigeon Forge for the quilt show. Our very 
own Sue Voisel won “Best of Challenge” in the 
Mountain Heritage Challenge category. It will 
be kept in Pigeon Forge and displayed at vari-
ous locations during the year.  We are so happy 
and proud of her.  Another of our members, 
Pam Clark did the quilting for Sue. What great 
talent we have in Brookhaven.

Our president this year is Thomas Ann Gatlin 
and she is keeping us on our toes. She has giv-
en us so many quirkey challenges this year and 
keeps us in stitches. Last month Thomas Ann 

had a giant pile of selvages and we are to make 
a “quilt” or whatever we want out of them. 
She also asked that we make a charity quilt 
out of fabric we have in our stash and not buy 
anything to complete it.  We should be able to 
make quite a few.

We are making stuffed animals for chil-
dren that will be undergoing surgery at Kings 
Daughters Hospital for another one of our 
charity projects.  There are so many charities 
that benefit from all of the quilting guilds but 
as members we benefit as well.

Gardensong Fabrics is having their 1st 
anniversary sale July 24-27. It is located off of 
84 East out of Brookhaven out in the country 
(aren’t all good quilt shops out in the country) 
and they have asked us to co-host the open 
house on Friday. We will have some of our 
quilts on display and look forward to seeing 
some of you from out of town. Their fabrics 
are top quality and they have any notion you 
need for your quilting project.

Carlisle, Bayou Pierre Quilters **
The Bayou Pierre Quilters meets every 

Wednesday night beginning at 6:00pm at The 
Old General Store, Carlisle Street, Carlisle, MS 
39086. There are no dues. The purpose of the 
club is to sew and hand quilt a raffle quilt. The 
money goes to a charity. They have donated 
to many charities, such as the Breast Cancer 
research, the Blair Basin Hospital for Children 
in Mississippi and The Diabetes Society of MS.

Hazlehurst, Pieceful Heart Quilters **
The Pieceful Hearts of Hazlehurst meets 

the 3rd Thursday of each month beginning 
at 9:00am at the various homes of the guild 
members in Hazlehurst, MS. 

McComb, The Beehive **
The Beehive Quilt Guild meets the 3rd 

Friday of each month beginning at 10:00am 
and ending at 2:30pm at the McComb Library, 
1022 Virginia Avenue, MS. 39648-3713. Dues 
are $20.00 per year.

McComb, Pike County Quilters **
Pike County Quilters meets the 1st Tuesday 

of every month beginning at 9:30 AM at the 
McComb Public Library, 1022 Virginia Avenue, 
McComb, MS 39648-3713 Due are $10.00 per 
year.

 
Natchez, Natchez Quilters **

The Natchez Quilters Guild meets the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
at the KC Hall, Natchez, Ms or occasionally 
individual members host the meeting. Dues 
are $12.00 a year.

Woodville, Thimbles and Threads **
The Thimbles and Threads Quilt Guild meets 

the 4th Thursday of each month beginning at 
9:30am at the J.R. Hamilton Building, Wilkinson 
County, Woodville, MS. Dues are $5.00 per year.

From page 9
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SOUTHEAST
Columbia, Jessie’s Girls **

The Jessie’s Girls of Quilters meets at First 
Graves Baptist Church, located at, 144 Pierce 
Road, Columbia, MS 39429 from 9:00am - 
3:00pm, every other Tuesday (bring your own 
projects to work on) and one Saturday of the 
Month. Someone from the group will teach 
a class and we work on our own project that 
is being taught that day. There are no dues. 
Donations are made when you come sew 
Jessie’s Girls of Quilters swap 2 1/2” strips and 
10” squares every month. We also make and 
donate quilts to several charities. 

Columbia, Stitches of Loves
The Stitches of Love Guild meets every 

Tuesday, beginning at 1:00pm and lasting until 
4:00pm. at Goss Baptist Church Hwy. 13 North, 
Columbia, MS.

Hattiesburg, Pine Belt Quilters
Pine Belt Quilters kicked off the New Year 

with a wonderful program on color theory.  We 
learned a lot about how value and color work 
together in a quilt.  Members continue to work 
on items for the Boutique at the 2020 Fiber Art 
& Quilt Show.  We continue to make children’s 
quilts, as well, to give to local organizations 
twice a year.

At the February meeting, several ongoing 
activities within the guild were discussed, 
including boutique items, children’s quilts, the 
2019 color wheel challenge, and the 2020 Fi-
ber Art & Quilt Show.  The theme for the 2020 
show was announced – Log Cabins.  

In March, we had a wonderful trunk show 
and presentation on “Scrap Quilt Secrets” by 
Diane Knott from Cummings, GA. A two day 
workshop was held with Diane about making a 
quilt with no waste half-square triangles.

Several snippets were shared by Ellen Cox, 
including how to keep rulers from slipping with 
a can of Odif Grippy Non-Slip Coating. We also 
discussed the possibility of participating in the 
national Quilts of Valor program.  

Pine Belt Quilters is looking forward to 
hosting the Fall Gathering on October 18th and 
19th.  It will be held at Temple Baptist Church.  
More details and information will be shared 
later.  Mark your calendars to be sure to attend 
this fun gathering of fellow quilters from all the 
state and beyond!

Pine Belt Quilters meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 9:30 at Universi-
ty Baptist Church, Hattiesburg.  Come join us!

New Hebron, Threads of Memory **
The Threads of Memories Quilters meets ev-

ery Thursday of the month beginning at about 
8:30am and ending about 3:00pm or 4:00 at 
New Hebron Baptist Church, 311 Main Street (P. 
O. Box 37), New Hebron, MS 39140-0037. Dues 
are $1.00 weekly to pay expenses to the Host-
ess Committee for supplies used by the quilters.

GULF COAST
Biloxi, Lighthouse Quilters **

The Biloxi Lighthouse Quilter Guild meets 
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month 
beginning at 5:00pm and ending at 8:00pm at 
ML Community Center, 676 Dr. Martin L King 
Blvd, Biloxi, MS 39530. No dues are required 
for membership.

Biloxi, Sand Stitchers 
The Sand Stitchers Quilt Guild business 

meeting is the 1st Thursday of the month 
and project night is the 3rd Thursday of the 
month beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Northside 
Assembly Of God Fellowship Hall, 14901 LeM-
oyne Blvd., Biloxi, MS 39532 Dues are $12.00 
per year.

 
Diamondhead, Bay Oaks **

The Bay Oaks Quilt Guild meets at the 
Kiln Library, 17065 Hwy 603, Kiln, MS 39556. 
Meetings are the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each 
month.  6:30 p.m. Membership is $15 per year.

Gautier, Scrappy Quilters **
The Scrappy Quilters meets every Tuesday 

beginning at 5:00 p.m. at 2717 Highway 90, 
Gautier, MS 39553. 

Gulfport, Magnolia Quilters of Orange Grove **
We meet the second and fourth Tuesday 

of every month at 6:30 p.m. at Coastal Sew 
& Vac. 12100 Highway 49 Ste. 200 Gulfport, 
MS. Our first monthly meeting is our business 
meeting and the second is our project night. 
Board meetings are the first Tuesday of every 
month.

Long Beach, Ocean Waves **
The Ocean Waves Quilters meets the 2nd 

and 4th Tuesday of each month, except De-
cember, beginning at 6:30 p.m. and ending at 
8:00 p.m. at the Senior Activity Center, Daugh-
tery Road, Long Beach. Dues are $15.00 a year. 

Lucedale, Melon Patch Quilters
President - Molisa Moffett
Vice-president - Jane Fineburg
Treasurer - Kathy Eubanks
Secretary - Rene Bennett
With the New Year comes change. Some-

times that’s a good thing sometimes, not so 
good. Our guild has experienced the unexpect-
ed loss of an active member who we all loved 
very much. It just reminds us that every day is 
precious and not to take anything for granted. 
We’ve had some members lose a parent and 
spouse as well. Many hugs, tears and mem-
ories shared these last few months!! We are 
so thankful for our close-knit group and true 
friendships. Memory quilts were all presented 
to each of these members by our guild as a 
token of our love.

January meeting - Ideas were presented for 
our raffle quilt (for the 2020 quilt show) by a 
few members and we narrowed it down and 

then chose one design.  I will only say it’s a Kim 
Diehl design!!

February meeting - Quilt retreat was planned, 
projects for the retreat were pink auxiliary purs-
es (for the volunteers at the hospital), jelly roll 
rugs (oval, slice, placemats & bowls) 

Decision was made on monies from our last 
quilt show were to go towards the sheriff’s 
office bullet proof Kevlar vest purchase & 
Christmas toy drive for the needy. 

March meeting - Quilt retreat was held on 
march 21-23 with a trip to Fulmer’s general 
store, challenge blocks were given out at the 
retreat with instructions that (2) blocks were 
to be made from challenge fabric.  We were to 
take a traditional block and cut it, rearrange it 
and create a new modern version. One block 
will be donated for a charity quilt and 2nd 
block will be put into a drawing and one mem-
ber will win those blocks for their own quilt. 

April meeting - We will have a demonstra-
tion on a pineapple block, April is national vol-
unteer month & we plan to meet and present 
our pink lady volunteers their purses made by 
the guild members. 

 
Moss Point, River City Quilters **

The River City Quilters meets every Thursday 
beginning at 3:30 p.m. and ending at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Moss Point Ina Thompson Library, 4119 
Bellview Avenue, Moss Point, MS 39563-2712.

Picayune, Picayune Piecemakers **
The Picayune Piecemakers meets the 1st 

Saturday of each month beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1309 Highway 11 
S., Picayune, MS Dues are $12.00 per year.

Poplarville, Jubilee Quilt Guild **
The Jubilee Quilt Guild meets the 4th Sat-

urday of each month at 9:30 a.m. at the MSU 
Pearl River County Extension Service Office, 
417 Hwy 11 North, Poplarville, MS 39470-2212 
Dues are $12.00 per year.

 
Stone County, Pine Needle Quilters **

The Pine Needle Quilters Guild meets the 
2nd Tuesday of each month beginning at 6:30 
p.m. at the Sunflower Community Center, 551 
Sunflower Rd., Perkinston, Mississippi 39573-
5109. Dues are $15.00 and another $15.00 for 
the Outreach Project for a total of $30.00 per 
year.

Vancleave, Vancleave Quilting Bees **
The Vancleave Quilting Bees meets every 

Monday, except holidays, beginning at 4:00 
p.m. and ending at 6:00 p.m. at the Vancleave 
Library, 12604 Hwy 57, Vancleave, MS Dues are 
$10.00 per year. 

Is your local guild/group not listed? Share 
your meeting days, times, place, and dues 
and we’ll publish it on our website and in the 
next newsletter. 

From page 10
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OUTSTANDING QUILTERS

At the 2018 Fall Gathering, eight Mississippi quilters were recognized for their history 
of quiting. Five were able to join MQA at the gathering. They are (from left, seated) 
Mary Cain of Golden, Marilynn Robertson of Corinth, and Tiny Ferguson of Richton; 
(from left, standing) Lola Robinson of Iuka, and Charline Hill of Verona. Also recognized 
were Jan Huddelson of Morris Chapel, Tennessee, Opal Sanderson of Waynesboro, and 
Olivia Jones of Iuka. 

Mary Cain from Golden has been 
quilting for more than 45 years. She 
mostly sews by hand and has complet-
ed over 30 quilts which have been giv-
en to family members. She does have 
a few displayed in her home. Mary 
is an original member of the Needle 
Chasers Guild in Iuka where she has 
been recognized as a STAR quilter. 

Tiny Ferguson from Richton made 
her first quilt top while in school. She’s 
been quilting so long she has no idea 
how many quilts she has completed. 
They’ve been given to friends and 
family in various states. Tiny hand and 
machine pieces as well as uses appli-

que to create her many quilts - which 
are mostly scrappy. She mentors 
younger quilters and women in her 
church and community. 

Charline Hill from Verona has been 
quilting for 70 years and has com-
pleted more than 25. Those quilts 
live with her family and she displays 
some in her home. She enjoys making 
sampler quilts with traditional blocks. 
Charline learned to sew and quilt at a 
young age. Quilting was a comfort to 
her during her husband’s long illness 
and eventual passing. She belongs to 
two guilds - Tupelo Gumtree Quilters 
and Iuka’s Needle Chasers - and hosts 

an applique group to her home every 
year. 

Jan Huddelson from Morris Chapel, 
Tenn., has been quilting for more than 
30 years and has completed between 
75 and 100 quilts. Most of them have 
been given away to family members. 
She enjoys creating log cabin, 9-patch, 
and Baltimore Album (her first appli-
que quilt) type quilts. Jan also enjoys 
making up her own quilt patterns and 
quilting designs. She is a member of 
both the Corinth Piecemakers and 
Iuka Needle Chasers guilds and has 
been recognized as a STAR quilter by 
the Needle Chasers. 
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OUTSTANDING QUILTERS
Olivia “OJ” Jones of Iuka has been 

quilting since she was little when she 
would help her mother. She has no idea 
the exact number of quilts she may have 
completed and given to loved ones, 
but suspects it’s more than 50. Her 
favorite pattern Drunkard’s Path and 
favorite method is to hand applique. OJ 
remembers cutting out pieces of fabric 
from “dress tails” for her mother to sew 
together and having quilting frames 
hanging from the ceiling. 

Marilynn Robertson of Corinth has 
been quilting for more than 40 years and 
has completed more than 40 quilts. She 
displays them in her home and gives them 
to her family. Marilynn has created 4 or 5 
Cathedral Window quilts, both hand and 
machine pieces her creations, and prefers 
scrappy styles. She has won blue ribbons 
for her work and is known for her atten-
tion to detail and use of color. Marilynn is 
an honorary member of the Needle Chas-
ers and an origional member of Cross City 
Piecemakers. In 2016, she earned a STAR 
quilter ribbon for sharing her quilting 
journey with a quilt show. 

Lola Robinson from Iuka has been 
quilting for more than 30 years and has 
created more than 20 quilts. She dis-
plays some of them in her home but has 
mostly given them to family members. 
She both hand and machine pieces her 
quilts. Her largest one was a “Sun Bonnet 
Sue” she made for her oldest grand-
daughter. Lola is an original member of 
the Needle Chasers. 

Opal Sanderson from Waynesboro has 
been quilting between 75 and 85 years 
and has completed more than 100 quilts. 
She grew up during the Great Depresson 
when nothing was thrown away and 
quilts were made to keep you warm - 
not for decorating. At age 100, Opal still 
quilts and has hosted a “quilting bee” at 
her home. One of her favorite quilts to 
create is a “Double Wedding Ring.” 

Jan Huddelson

Opal Sanderson

Olivia Jones

DO YOU HAVE A QUILTER YOU’D LIKE TO RECOGNIZE? 
Fill out the form on page 17 and return it to Joan Alliston by Sept. 27. 
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President’s ‘What if?’ Challenge
My (Linda Levy) theme this year is to continue growing, 

but now, on a personal level.  In that vein, I am presenting 
a challenge, “WHAT IF” from the latest issue of American 
Quilter. With permission from the author, Rose Schlatte 
and American Quilter magazine, answer these questions, 
using the following templates.  You can enlarge template 
to any size you wish, do just a block, a section or an entire 
quilt.  Let’s see how many interpretations you can come up 
with.  Share your inspirations with us at the Fall gathering

So, look at the templates on the next page, do some 
primary designs, and then ask and ask ….

• What if I change the color of the triangles to a triad 
color scheme?

• What if I use one color for the triangles and another 
for the background of the block?

• What if I use tints and shades (values) of one color for 
the triangles?

• What if I changethe color schedule to analogous, com-
plementary? 

• What if I add a triangle?  What if I add 2 triangles, or 3 
or more?

• What if I reverse the block? What if I make several 
reversals?

• What if I turn the block upside down? What if I move 
the triangles to align paraell with the edge of the block?

• What if I add more circles? What if move one or more?  
What if change the size  of the circles?

• What if I further change/exaggerate one or more 
shapes?

• What if I layer different sizes of the same shape on top of each other?
Here is an example to get your creative juices going.  What can you do with it? I can’t wait to see your interpretations. 

We’ll be showing them off at the Fall Gathering in Hattiesburg!
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MQA NEWS

Judy has been making Bonnie 
Hunter quilt patterns and mys-
tery quilts since 2010. She was 
featured with a Special Exhibit of 
her Bonnie Hunter quilts since 
Bonnie was teaching at Moun-
tain Quiltfest in Pigeon Forge, 

Tennessee, this year. You can 
visit Bonnie’s Blog online at www.
quiltville.blogspot.com/2019/03/
tennessee-quilty-goodness to find 
out information on the patterns if 
you’re interested in making your 
own versions. 

MQA wanted to let members 
know Mary Elizabeth Johnson 
Huff, appropriately known as Sun-

shine”, died 
on March 27, 
2019, after 
a prolonged 
illness. Mary 
worked close-
ly with MQA 
and authored 
the books 
“Martha Skel-
ton: Master 
Quilter of 

Mississippi”, “Mississippi Quilts”, 
co-authored “Threading the Gener-
ations: A Mississippi Family’s Quilt 
Legacy” with Carol Vickers. She 
was a nationally known quilt expert 
and textile/quilting academic. 

An interview with Mary from  
antiquequiltdating.com talked about 
her background, how she helped 
launch the craft book division of 
Oxmoor House, and how she came 
to realize that “everyone quilted.” In 
addition to the previously mentioned 
books, Huff authored 11 quilting 
books, several other crafting books, 
and edited, produced, or contriubted 
to dozens of others . Of her career she 
said, “I was able to turn my education 
and experience in textiles into the 
study of quilts, and I cannot imagine 
a more satisfying career.”

A full obituary can be found at 
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/
montgomeryadvertiser/obituary.
aspx?n=mary-elizabeth-john-
son-huff&pid=192023454&f-
hid=10432

Source: http://www.
antiquequiltdating.com/
Mary_Elizabeth_Johnson.
html

JUDY STOKES FEATURED AT MOUNTAIN QUILTFEST

The Board voted to hire Ce-
leste McKeon (Terry Turnage’s 
daughter) to redesign the MQA 
website (mississippiquilt.org) and 
switch it to a more user-friendly 
program so the website is updated 
more frequently. After months 
of hard work and a few hiccups, 

the new mississippiquilt.org was 
launched in April. Take time to 
look through it when you have 
the chance. This is your website! 
If you have information or stories 
you’d like to share, forward them 
to mississisppiquilt@gmail.com 
and we’ll get them online. 

MQA’S OLINE PRESENCE HAS A NEW LOOK

QUILT AUTHOR, MARY 
ELIZABETH JOHNSON HUFF, 

PASSED AWAY
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Outstanding Quilter Nomination Form
The Mississippi Quilt 

Association was founded in 
1991 to enhance the art of 
quilting in Mississippi. MQA 
established the MS Quilt 
Legacy Committee in 2005. 

The purpose is to execute 
the search and documenta-
tion process and record the 
works of outstanding Mis-
sissippi quilters. This project 

documents the quilter’s collection 

of quilts from everyday quilts to 
Sunday quilts. Please help us locate 
and recognize our state’s quilters 
for future generations to enjoy. 

This program honors quilters age 
65 and older. 

Nominee information:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email: 

Date of birth:

Nominator information

Name: 

Address: 

Phone:

Email: 

Relationship to nominee:

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

About the nominee:

Nomination packet must include this application 
form, pictures of at least one (1) quilt, and quilt 
measurements. Personal stories and other 
information about the quilter and her/his 
collection are welcome. 

If you have any questions, 
call Joan at (601) 825-4074.

Updated April 2019
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How long has the quilter been making quilts?  _______________

How many quilts has the quilter completed? __________________

Where are the quilts today? __________________________________________________________________________

Describe the quilts made (e.g. pieced, hand-quilted, appliqué, machine quilted).

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe any special techniques or methods, a unique style, predominant use of fabrics or themes in the quilts.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe why you think this quilter is exceptional and should be documented and recorded for future reference. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Send nominations postmarked 
by September 27, 2019 to:

Joan Alliston
444 Busick Well Rd. 
Brandon, MS 39042



Name:

Address/City/State/Zip:

Email: 

Phone/Cell: 

*Cancellation/Return: In 2013, the MQA Board passed this motion - “In order 
to receive a refund, you must cancel by the stated deadline. Your last-minute 
decision impacts meals, class slots, and creates confusion at the registration table. 
Registrations are not transferable.”
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Registration Deadline: May 13, 2019
Cancel/Refund Deadline*: May 20, 2019

JUNE GATHERING FORM

**Note: The cost of each class is $25. If 
you choose a class with a kit fee, pay your 
instructor directly at the Gathering. Exact 
change please!
***Note: If you have not paid your 
dues, complete the form on page 19 
and return with your registration. 

Mail event registration form, 
payment, and membership form 

(if applicable) to:

Nancy Losure
751 Butler Road

Starkville, MS 39759-8784
Phone: (662) 617-0780

Email: nancy.losure@gmail.com

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO MQA.
□ I will attend Friday night.
□ Friday Dinner:

 $_____________________
□ Event Registration**: $25
□ Saturday Guest Fee: $5
□ Saturday Lunch:

 $_____________________
□ Late Registration Fee: $10

Subtotal  $___________________
□ Membership***: $20

Total due: $ __________________
Saturday Lunch
□ 8. Mesa Chicken Salad 
 (GS)  - $12
□ 9. Nutty Mixed-Up Salad 
 (GS) - $12
□ 10. Chicken Salad Sandwich - 
 (GS) - $10
□ 11 .Deli Club Sandwich - $10.50
□ 12. Roast Beef Sandwich - $10
□ 13. Chicken Salad 
 Sandwich - $10
□ 14. Turkey Wrap - $10

MENU SELECTIONS (see page 4)
Write in your meal cost on the blank at left. Water & coffee provided each day.

No Machine Required
_____  A. Hand Piecing
_____  B. Needle-Turn Applique
_____  C. Sit and Sew
_____  D. Wool Felt Applique

Machine Required
_____  E. Bargello
_____  F. Free-Form Art Quilts
_____  G. Hexies by Machine
_____  H. Interleave
_____  I. Kira
_____  J. Let’s Take a Little Trip
_____  K. Mystery Quilt
_____  L. Quilted Jacket
_____  M. SuperNova

CLASS SELECTIONS (see pages 4-7)
Please rank your first, second, and third choices for class selection. 
A minimum of 6 students is required for a class to be conducted. 

Friday Dinner
□ 1. Mesa Chicken Salad 
 (GS)  - $12
□ 2. Nutty Mixed-Up Salad 
 (GS) - $12
□ 3. Chicken Salad Sandwich - 
 (GS) - $10
□ 4. Deli Club Sandwich - $10.50
□ 5 .Roast Beef Sandwich - $10
□ 6. Chicken Salad Sandwich - $10
□ 7. Turkey Wrap - $10



MQA MEMBERSHIP FORM
The Mississippi Quilt Association invites everyone who loves quilts and quilting, 
and is interested in perserving and promoting quilt-making to join us! Our members 
come from all walks of life and levels of quilting experience. Our backgrounds may 
differ, but we share our love of quilts and the art of quilt making. 

Dues are $20 per year (April 1 to March 31)
To register online using PayPal*, visit www.mississippiquilt.org.

*PayPal: A nominal administration fee is required for 
online membership processing. 

The Common Thread newsletter is sent three (3) 
times a year. Please check one (1). 

□ Please email my newsletter and membership 
directory. (Must provide email address.)

OR
□ Please send a printed newsletter and directory 
to the address provided above. 

The membership directory is sent in May. 
Please check one (1) box. 

□ Yes, you have my permission to include my 
contact information in the directory. 

OR
□ No, please do not share my contact 
information in the directory. 

Send completed form with $20 check made 
payable to Mississippi Quilt Association to:

Nancy Losure
MQA Membership Director

751 Butler Rd
Starkville, MS 39759-8784

Phone: (662) 617-0780

Questions about membership?  
Email Nancy at nancy.losure@gmail.com.

PLEASE CHOOSE ONE IN EACH CATEGORY. 

Updated January 2019
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Name:

Mailing address:

City:       State:    Zip:

County:

Email: 

Phone:              home           cell

Local guild(s):

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.



Mississippi Quilt Association
℅ Cristen Bland
Newsletter Editor
2205 Horn Creek Rd
Randolph, MS 38864-9450
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SUMMER QUILTING 
SCAVENGER HUNT COMING!

With no Educational Seminar this summer, 
MQA wanted to find another way to keep you 
engaged. What better way than a Summer Quilt-
ing Scavenger Hunt? The “hunt” will last from 

June 1 to August 31, 
and winners will be 
announced at the Fall 
Gathering in Hatties-
burg. More details will 
be given at the June 
Gathering. (If you’re 
unable to attend the 
June Gathering, but 

want to participate, email or mail us a note and 
we’ll send you the instructions after the June 
Gathering. Email: mississippiquilt@gmail.com 
Mail: Cristen Bland/MQA, 2205 Horn Creek 
Road, Randolph, MS 38864)


